


DUAL SPORTS 


> SETRA Rites 





Franklin RAMEY. IL” 
” FAGORSERTRA —— 
KOŚENJIEGrand Champion. 


BYE 


AMA National Enduro... = 4 
Vet A Champ 


Nathan KNIGHT 
AMA National. Enduro 
-,200 A Champ 


s w ZETA S 


LABAMA Crain's Gas Gas, 205-345-3040 ARIZONA Premier Motorsports, 602-867-8293 ARKANSAS Smackover Motor Sports, 870-725-3966; Heartland Honda, 501-751-7022 

ALIFORNIA Moto West, 714-671-0784; S. Colombia Sales, 800-570-9666; The Racers Edge, 805-582-9495 COLORADO European Dirt, 970-876-5277; Euro Sports International, 303-465- 

848 FLORIDA Phoenix Motorcycle Shop, 352-337-0866; Kurts Inc., 904-247-1622 GEORGIA Gas Gas of Atlanta, 770-529-8867; Cycle Products Inc., 770-535-1906; AAR Cycle Sports, 770- 

77-0108; Connected Cycles Inc., 678-376-1646; Cycle Specialty Co. Inc., 770-461-3541 HAWAII Gas Gas of Hawaii, 808-487-3526 ILLINOIS Hall's Husqvarna, 217-789-0107 INDIANA Don's 

ycle, 765-282-7880; The Offroad Group, Inc., 812-335-0776; Thompson Powersports, Inc., 219-362-9411 KANSAS Santa Fe Trail Cycle, 785-836-9171 LOUISIANA Alleman Kawasaki, 318- 

42-8704; Rolls Cycle, 318-261-5000; Chance Cycle LLC, 504-446-5551 MICHIGAN Classic Cycles, 810-447-1340; Baldy's Allbike, 517-663-5851 MINNESOTA Road, Track & Trail, Inc., 612- 

27-2184 MISSISSIPPI Southaven Kawasaki, 662-393-2877; The Kickstand, 800-360-2453; Melton's Gas Gas, 601-425-3213; Hattisburg Cycle, 601-582-8611 MISSOURI Eldorado Cycle, OF 
147-876-5342 NEVADA North Tahoe Motorsports; 775-831-0472 NEW JERSEY Town & Country Cycle Center, 973-875-2111 NEW YORK Precision Motorcycles & Watercraft Inc., 718-837- 
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On the cover: Beautiful fall colors at 
last year’s Delaware State enduro, with 
a morning fog making everything gray 
and misty, and also making you wish 
you'd Rain-Xed your goggles! New 
enduro convert Tommy Norton about 
to part the bushes on his way to finish- 
ing fifth AA. Photo by Bossman. 
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Warning: Like Ed Hertfelder has said on occasion, trail riding; like football, 
soccer, trying to move a large cat from her favorite chair and teasing small 
dogs with the last bite of a hot dog might mean you'll be tasting salty blood 
before sunset. You cannot dispute the apparent danger, so minimize it with all 
the protective gear you can find. If you bundle up until you look and feel like 
Mr. Bibb, the Michelin Man, at least you're lowering your potential of wrecking 
your chances at reproduction, among other things. So wrap yourself with all the 
protective gear you can find, and thank Ed for this guest disclaimer the next 
time you see him. 


Rare Knowledge 

Subscriptions: Subscriptions are avail- 
able from Trail Rider Magazine, P.O. Box 
2038, Medford Lakes NJ 08055, at 
$18.00 U.S. per 12 issues (one year). 
Canadian subscriptions are $30 yearly, in 
U.S. funds. We're not selling overseas sub- 
scriptions any more. We don't have a Visa 
& Mastercard merchant's account, 50 we 
can't sell by credit card, and neither are 
we set up to “bill you” for a subscription. 
The only way to get it is send in a check, 
cash or money order, and we'll do the rest. 

Renewals: If you like Trail Rider, and plan 
to renew, it would be really helpful if you 
looked at the label on your magazine and 
checked the expiration date. When you 
start getting close to expiring (the maga- 
zine, not you), send in a check along with 
the order blank from an issue, or just your 
name, address, and sub number (above 
your name on the label), and tell us that 
you want to renew. This way we can avoid 
sending out a renewal notice, which will 
save us money we can then spend on food. 
If you drag your feet and forget to renew 
until you stop getting issues, there's no 
way we can "start you with the last issue” 
you missed. We have to start you with the 
next scheduled mailing, and you'll have to 
buy the missed issues as back issues, if 
we have any left. We mail out the magazine 
every month like clockwork, on or about the 
17th, so renew as early in the month as 
possible in order to not miss it. 

Back Issues: A limited number of back 
issues are available. Write us and let us 
know the month and year, and send $2 per 
copy, plus U.S. Postage of $3 for up to 
four magazines. More than four and we'll 
have to figure out the postage. Don't use 
the shotgun approach and tell us to “send 
all the mags with XR400 tests” unless 
you have plenty of time to wait. (Hint: We 
never had an official XR400 test bike). 

Address Changes: If you don't want to 
miss an issue, let us know in advance of 
your move, so we can update our files 
before we mail your magazine into the 
ozone. The P.O. is supposed to forward 
magazines, if you tell them to, but they 
don't do it in a hurry. 

Newsstand Sales: You won't find Trail 
Rider in any convenience stores. You can 
get Trail Rider in some motorcycle shops, 
and some day we plan to print a list of 
them. Shops can sell Trail Rider easily. 
We'll sell you a minimum of six issues (non- 
returnable) at a price you won't lose 
money on, and we'll pay shipping. Call us. 

Advertising: Retail advertisers are 
strongly encouraged to get in touch with 
us if you want to advertise in the 
Northeastern market, because we've got a 
dedicated, faithful readership of about 
8,000 hardy souls, and the number is 
growing steadily every month. Besides 
that we like to eat, as we explained above. 
Advertising is what keeps this rag alive, 
and we appreciate your business. 

Contributors: We pay $30 a page for 
copy, and $8 each for black and white pho- 
tos, but we don't print just anything that 
comes in. Call us and we'll talk about it. 

Yankee Trader: Subscribers can adver- 
tise their bikes for sale free in Yankee 
Trader. Just write it down and mail it in, 
don’t call us with it. Thanks! 


Trail Rider Magazine (ISSN 0892-3922) is published monthly at 127 Navajo Trail, Medford Lakes NJ 08055. Subscriptions are available from Trail 
Rider Magazine, P.O. Box 2038, Medford Lakes NJ 08055, at $18.00 U.S. per 12 issues (one year). Canadian subscriptions are $30 U.S. yearly. Copyright © 
2000 by Trail Rider Magazine. All rights reserved. No advertising or editorial matter in this magazine may be reproduced for distribution without written per- 
mission by the publisher. Contributors: Articles and event photos are welcome, although we assume no responsibility for unsolicited materials. Unless spe- 
cial arrangements are made in advance, all published materials become the sole property of Trail Rider. Periodicals postage paid at Medford, New Jersey, 
and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Trail Rider Magazine, P.O. Box 2038, Medford Lakes NJ 08055-2038. 
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MOTOSPORTS INC. 
IN CANADA CALL 1-888-666-8616 





AINCT Factory BMW rally pilot. 
LY One of the toughest races in the world. 


FAN ILES A DAY What kind of riding do you do? 


(©) X| This time he chose to wear Acerbis Sphere Boots. 


aly 


SPHERE RETAIL $229.00 
We realize the the name “Sphere” might have lost something in the translation from 
Italian to English, but it definitely didn’t lose any of it’s features: 
© Exclusive injection molded shin plate with “chrome” reinforcements 
© Injection molded toe and instep protection 
e Top Grain Leather construction 
@ Dual locking buckle system 
© Velcro cinch strap at top, holds shin guards or knee braces firmly in place 
© Adjustable, replaceable straps and replaceable stainless steel buckles 
Elastic leather top with rear neoprene insert to keep debris out of boots 
eat resistant, anti-abrasion inner suede panel with plastic insert for protection 
Molded bio-foam lining around calf 
© Breathable calfskin lining for maximum comfort 
@ Flexible fiber inserts at ankle for flexibility with maximum protection 
e Heavy Duty nylon stitching throughout 
© Dual density Skywalk rubber sole with steel shank insert 
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WWW.ACERBIS.COM * DEALER DIRECT 800-659-1440 








y head lolled to the 
side, looking in the 
direction of the pretty waitress 
making her way towards us with 
another tray of pina coladas. The hot sun 
was baking down and it was an effort to even 
look her way. Black sand stained my toes, and a 
short brown guy grinned a big grin and pointed to 
his head, on which perched a bizarre hat made out 
of reeds, with an expertly crafted bird of paradise 
dancing off of it at the end of a long piece of stiff 
grass. | smiled back and indicated | wasn’t interest- 
ed in buying it, accepted the fresh drink and clinked 
glasses with my beach partner. He had buttered 
over his balding yet admittedly masculine head with 
a lotion that smelled like a tropical fruit stand, and 
accepted his drink with the huge grin only known to 
con men, prisoners on leave, or grateful journalists 
who've managed to escape a few days in the office 
in California. He beamed in my direction, eyes 
squinted down to slits in the hot sun, and said, “This 
is a hell of a way to make a living.” 

Living indeed. It was January 11th, and we were 
two days into a four day excursion to Jaco Beach, 
Costa Rica, a tropical paradise in the peak of its 
summer season. The kind of thing that only hap- 
pens to you in your dreams. Coming in from the rain 
and 40 degree wind, trying to get the heater turned 
up enough to take the chill of your cold, wet skin, 
and the call comes on the phone: “I’m putting 
together a trip to Costa Rica to introduce the new 
model. Are you interested in going?” 

| think my answer was something along the lines 
of "Wouldn't | be insane to say no?” 

| think their answer was something like “Yes, | 
guess you would.” 

That's about all it took to next be dragging a heavy 
bag of riding gear out of the immigration area of the 
San Jose International Airport, and onto a fine, new 
bike. I'm not going to mention the brand of the bike 
in this issue, | don't want to spoil the surprise. You'll 
hear the rest of the story next month. Besides, my 
kind sponsors for this trip probably aren't interest- 
ed in reading about personal injury, ignorance of 
traffic laws, ingestion of alcohol far in excess of 
what might be considered “social,” gluttony, sloth 
and half-nekkid wimmen, all in connection with their 
fine corporate name. Yes, we signed disclaimers; 
and also | am proud to call myself an American who 
takes full responsibility for his own actions, a rare 
philosophy these days. But I'll be nice and keep 
them out of it for now. 

I've been to Costa Rica before, so there really 
weren't too many surprises for me. Some of the 
other guys on the trip were new to the country, and 
it was amusing watching them adjust. The first little 
shock is that a KDX, an XR400, a Yamaha YZ, a 
Suzuki RM250 or whatever are all viable street bikes 
in Costa Rica. I’m not sure what sort of requirement 
you might have to license any such beast, but you 
see them all over the roads, so one can assume its 
all right. Our guide for the trip said he "Had a paper” 
in his fanny pack, and for that all our unlicensed 
bikes were legal. We also signed a set of Costa 
Rican insurance forms that offered our survivors 
100 large if we happened to come back feet first, 
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Last Over 


by Paul Clipper 


and promised to take care of our medical expenses 
if we couldn't stop the bleeding on our own. Man, 
with that kind of backing, what more do you need? 
Ah yes, the final safety net: our hosts had hired an 
ambulance crew to follow along with us, and they 
were extremely helpful in shuttling us back and 
forth from the night clubs, as well as checking out 
any pernicious rashes that may have erupted. I'd 
never felt so thoroughly taken care of in my life! 
When you ride in Costa Rica, you don't gather at 
the trailnead, gas up your machines and go. The 
trailhead is the lobby of the Best Western Irazu, and 


Motos in Paradise 


crust of dirty ice. 

Well, we kept all the bikes running, even in spite of 
an over-zealous mechanic filling each airbox to the 
brim with wash water after the first day's mud fest. 
We only broke one guy's collarbone, but he beat it 
out of there and back home before the ambulance 
crew could find him, probably a smart move. We 
made no real shame for ourselves in town, and went 
back through the jungle after three days, headed 
back to the city and home. 

We made it to the city's edge without embarrass- 
ment, but when the first rush-hour traffic jam 


“When you ride in Costa Rica, you don't gather at the 
trailhead, gas up your machines and go. The trailhead 
is the lobby of the Best Western Irazu, and the first 
Special test is getting through city traffic in one piece.” 


the first special test is getting through city traffic in 
one piece. It doesn’t take long, though, and soon 
you re buzzing up and down the perimeter hills 
around the city, and then down the other side into 
the jungle. The last time | was in this country it was 
“winter” and the rainy season, and every dirt road 
and clay trail was slick as deer guts on a door knob. 
This time it was summer, the dry season. The way 
you can tell the dry season is it only rains once a 
day. In the wet season it rains all the time. 
Consequently, we had mostly dry trails, and now 
and then we scurried around the other side of a hill 
into fresh wet, occasionally resulting in some white- 
knuckled panic trying to stay out of the vines and 
mostly on the trail. One such moment put me off a 
cliff and into Tarzan’s own playpen for a bit, until the 
next guy in line hit the same mud and did a home- 
plate slide right into me. Once a fair number of us 
piled up it was no big deal to haul the bike back up 
the cliff, laughing like fools all the while. 

I've got to admit the trails and scenery in Costa 
Rica are nothing short of epic. Most are two-track, 
some are used so little they've deteriorated into sin- 
gle-track, some are goat trails, and some, deep 
down in the jungle canyons, are the stuff of night- 
mares. We went down one rutted clay hell-trench 
that had you hoping the climb back out was either 
smooth, dry, or had a winch at the top. We also 
cruised over the top of Airplane Trail, named by my 
friend Jerry Shinners, that skirts the clouds in a 
giant loop around mountain scenery you wouldn't 
believe. 

And at the end of every ride, we pulled in back at 
the Best Western in Jaco Beach, the highest-zoot 
hotel in a town of surfers, tourists and burnout 
cases, just the perfect beachfront hangout. Black 
sand beaches, completely warm ocean water, boo- 
gie boards, bikinis, and a bar within arm’s reach. | 
dare you to show me something better, especially in 
January when the East Coast is settling under a 


appeared things started falling apart. The Costa 
Ricans drive like most any other Central or South 
American, or European, for that matter. They try to 
jam as many cars as they can in as small a spot as 
they can find, and where we're uncomfortable with 
another car two feet away, to them two inches is 
fine. Our guide, a Tico himself, has no patience ona 
motorcycle in traffic, and he started weaving and 
cutting through traffic in a way that would have been 
awe-inspiring if | wasn’t so busy trying to follow 
him—after all, you lose the leader, and you don’t get 
home. 

We got snarled at another nasty intersection, and 
| started hearing a siren behind me. Great, now the 
police are involved, right? | looked back and it was 
our ambulance drivers, now decided they’d had 
enough and starting to blaze the way for us. Two of 
us tucked in behind the ambulance and then pro- 
ceeded to chase it, like Mr. Toad’s wild ride again. 
Through red lights, over curbs, around cars on the 
wrong side as they tried to make a left turn, all the 
while chasing this crazy orange ambulance. The 
local drivers don’t hesitate when the ambulance 
goes by, like Americans do, the Ticos just swung 
back out and tried to chase as well. Just when | was 
finally starting to lose my nerve | saw the sign for 
the Best Western ahead and tucked in for one last 
sprint. What a ride! It was just as intense as the 
tightest hare scrambles first turn. 

We got out in one piece, for the most part, and it 
was a fine way to spend a short week in January. 
Look for related stories next month, and meanwhile 
thanks to Jose Larrabure, Tony and Don of Moto 
Aventura for a great time guiding us across their 
country. If you’re itching for a winter trip to a warm 
riding destination where the air is hot, the beer is 
flowing and the beaches are forever, check out their 
tours. Call them for more info on their USA line at 
(510)352-8050 and ask for a brochure, or see their 
Web site at www.motoaventura.com. t 
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Freedom of Choice, == 


Yeah, that's what the good old U.S.A. is all about. Freedom to live where you want to live, freedom to do what you want 
to do, and freedom to ride what you want to ride: motocross, enduro, cross country, dualsport or street, 2-stroke or 
4-stroke. Your free thinking pals at KTM have a new way to make livin' and ridin' in the U.S.A. even better. It's called 
the Powersports Card and you can apply for yours at participating KTM dealers from sea to shining sea. The process 

is easy and when approved you'll receive a credit line good for any dealership purchase. If you act now that includes 
new KTM Sportmotorcycles. 

Buy a new KTM with the Transamerica Powersports Card during KTM's Freedom of 
Choice promotion and enjoy FREEDOM from down payment, FREEDOM from interest 
and FREEDOM from monthly payments.* 

You read it right, citizen, NO down, NO interest and NO monthly payments until July 1, 2000. Just think, no money down 
gives you freedom from budget worries, and no monthly payment means you've got plenty of time to sell your current 
bike before the first payment on your new KTM is due. Fast, on the spot approval frees you from the usual drawn out 
process. With KTM’s Freedom of Choice and the Transamerica Powersports Card, your pursuit of two-wheeled happiness 


has never been easier! 


Your Ticket to Freedom. 

The KIM Freedom of Choice Promotion It's never been easier to buy a KTM, than with the Transamerica 
Powersports Card, which is a credit card provided 
through Transamerica Bank, N.A. You can 
apply for yours at participating 
KTM dealers nationwide. Sign up 
Payments today and before you can sing 
Yankee Doodle you'll be exercising 
Freedom of Choice, the KTM way! 













*Offer valid on all new KTM motorcycle consumer purchases financed between January 1, 2000 and June 1, 2000 on an approved Transamerica Bank, N.A. (“TA Bank”) credit card account. 
TA Bank is not affiliated with KTM. The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) may vary. As of November 1, 1999 the current APR is 17.90% (corresponding Daily Periodic Rate of Finance Charge of 


0.0490%). No finance charges will be assessed until July 1, 2000. No payment required (except insurance premiums if applicable) during the promotional period. Al fll 


www.ktmusa.com 





re you a sit-down rider 

or a standing up rider? | 

can tell you right now that most of 

you sit down practically all the time. | try 

to get Clipper to stand up, but it's almost hope- 

less. Standing up is your best competitive 

weapon—l’ll bet that most of the riders you're trying 

to beat are standing up most of the time. You should 

do it too. What's it going to take? Training and bike 
set-up. 

You'll need some kind of training, because your 
legs have to be strong. If you belong to a gym, make 
sure you include plenty of leg work in your workout. 
Squats, leg extensions and leg curls are the three 
main exercises you should be doing, as well as lower 
back and abdominal work. All gyms have machines 
that make the leg exercises easy; learn how to use 
them and include them in your workout. You're 
going to want your legs to be strong, real strong. 

If you ride a mountain bike, or a road bicycle, that's 
great too, all that pedaling 
will really tone up your legs 
and help a lot. But keep in 
mind that the pedaling action, 
although good for your legs 
(and lungs) overall, isn't the 
same as weight training. You 
can do squats and deep knee 
bends—do them slow with a 
lot of concentration on the 
quads and hamstrings—even 
if you don't belong to a gym. 
Another good leg exercise is & 
the old skier's trick of backing ; 
up against a wall and sliding 
down until your thighs are 
parallel to the floor. Hold that 
position until you can’t stand 
the burning in your quads R 
and hamstrings any more, 
take a rest and then do it RZ: 
again two more times. Every ¥ 
day! 

The next thing to address is | 
correct riding position. When 
you stand, the forks on your 
bike should point a line 
straight up to the center of B 
your shoulder blades. 
Yes, you're going to 
move forward or back 
according to the terrain, 
but in normal riding your [ie 
shoulders will be 
straight over the handle- 
bar clamps with your Æ 
head just a little forward $ 
of the forks. You can feel 5 
when you're in the right 
position. If you're lined 
up perfectly over the 
steering head you'll feel 
"neutral" on the bike— 
you won't have the sen- 
sation of “pulling” on the 
handlebars or of holding $ 
yourself back from too 
far forward. When 


































Riding with Mike 





by Mike Lafferty 


Standing Up 


you're in the perfect position you'll be balanced to 
the point that you won't even feel like you have to 
hold on tight. Your new, strong legs are holding you 
up, and you can control your balance by gripping the 
tank with your knees. Relax your arms and use them 


right. Thats okay. Your bike felt fine sitting down, 
right? And it felt weird to stand up? Well, now its 
going to be weird to sit down and perfectly natural to 
stand up. 

You might have to experiment in order to get real- 


“Standing up is your best competitive weapon—l'Il bet 


that most of the riders you’re trying to beat are standing up 


most of the time. You should do it too.” 


for steering the bike—which doesn't take much— 
and not for holding yourself up. 

Now if you try this and you can’t seem to get com- 
fortable, it’s because none of your controls are set 
right. To go from a sit 
down rider to a stand 
up rider you'll find you 
s have to rotate your 
handlebars way for- 
ward, probably much 
more than you think is 


The photo on the left is 
as close as I can get to 
+ show you a good riding 
© position while standing 
still. Note that the forks 
draw a line right up to 

| your shoulders, and I'm 
not pulling or pushing 
on the bars. Below, you 
can see that sitting 
down, everything the 
bike hits gets trans- 
ferred right into your 
body, and you're just 
not in a good position 
to control the bike. 


ly comfortable. Try handlebars with a different bend 
or rise, if your bike uses adjustable handlebar 
mounts experiment with them forward or back. You 
may also have to reset the position of your shift lever 
and brake pedal so that you don't have to take your 
feet off the pegs to get at the controls. It will take you 
a while to get the bike right, but it's all worth it. 
When you're riding standing up, concentrate on 
your position on the bike. Constantly ask yourself, 
“Am | comfortable? Am | relaxed?” Remember if 
you're holding yourself up or pulling on the bars 
your position is wrong. Get balanced over the han- 
dlebars and relax your upper body, and use your 
arms like you use your legs, to help you flow with the 
suspension. If you can hold a proper, relaxed posi- 
tion standing up, you'll find at the end of the day that 
your upper body feels much better than it ever did. 
Your legs might be a little more tired, but legs mus- 
cles are the biggest muscles in your body. They can 
take it. Besides, that's why you're working out, right? 
What's the payoff? Standing up will allow your 
suspension to work better, and it helps isolate your 
body from the pounding of really nasty, rough ter- 
rain. Ride through a rotten rock garden sitting down, 
then turn around and do it again standing up. You 
shouldn't need much more convincing than that! 
You can ride faster, safer, and more relaxed than you 
ever did. And all you have to do is stand up. ® 
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Lotus Tours World 


Tour Schedule 


Throughout 2000, Lotus Tours will 
offer 68 once-in-a-lifetime adventures 
for motorcycle enthusiasts. In 1999, 
Lotus Tours offered 22 tours around 
the world. Lotus’ touring, sportbike, 
dual sport and off-road tours range 
from 1200-1400 miles per trip in a vari- 
ety of riding locations. New venues 
include New England & Canada and 
Colorado & New Mexico as 
U.S. destinations, as well as 
Australia, Mexico and 
Central America. For the 
fifth year, Lotus is returning 
to Peru for an off-road 
adventure that will begin on 
the deserted Pacific Coast 
beaches and end in the high 
Andes mountains and 
Machu Picchu, for a view of 
Inca life as it was 800 years 
ago. 

Since its inaugural jour- 
neys to Nepal and Thailand § 
in 1982, Lotus Tours has 
offered upscale motorcycle 
touring to unique destina- 
tions for people who are 
interested in seeing the 
world from a different per- 
spective. Founded by tour 
meister and chief executive 
officer Burt Richmond, 
Lotus Tours has taken dis- 
criminating travelers 
through Asia, Africa, 
Europe, South America and the USA. 
Visit www.lotustours.com for a com- 
plete tour schedule, or contact Lotus 
Tours, 1644 North Sedgwick St., 
Chicago, IL 60614-5714; (312)951- 
0031, fax (312)951-7313, lotus- 
toursQjuno.com. 


Tower City Lives 


Tower City, Pennsylvania, is alive and 
well. It has reopened under the man- 
agement of the Tower City Trail Riders. 
They have access to 5000 acres in 








LocalNews 


East/Central Pennsylvania, near Exit 33 
of Interstate 81. This is not a free riding 
area, but it is legal. You must join TCTR 
first. They do patrol the area frequently 
and will eject trespassers. With that 
aside, we looked it over last weekend. 
Looks like a great place to ride! For 
more info check out http://www.tow- 
ercitytrailriders.com. (Submitted by 
Dennis Black/ECEA). 


Ramp it Up 


Look at this loading ramp. 
Its made out of aluminum, 
has lightening holes that 
double as a traction surface, 
and it's ribbed for strength 
where it matters. The coolest 
thing is it has angled sides. 
The angles help keep your 
tire centered in the ramp, 
and greatly reduces the 
dreaded “ramp-lock” syn- 
drome where you're half in 
and half out of the van and 
can’t move, and would rather 
die than ask for help because 
you look so stupid. Yeah, 
brother! And it has a keyhole 
s at the top that mates with a 
user-installable pin (a $6.95 
# option) so theres no way 
your ramp will jump the 
gate—tailgate, that is. Pony 
up $64.95 plus tax and title 
and one of these babies can 
be yours, from your Moose 


l: Offroad dealer. 


NETRA Rule 
Changes 


New competition rules were voted in 
at the annual NETRA sanction meeting. 
One enduro rule will try to limit the 
effect of a “bad” minute on the AA rid- 
ers, by starting the AA numbers one a 
minute, starting on row five. Another 
rule, for both hare scrambles and 
enduros, states that oversize kitted 
bikes will be in the bike's original dis- 
placement class. For example, a CRE 


NYSORVA Rapid Response System 





Possible New Trails in Connecticut 


Good news from NETRA activist Mike Stone: We have three proposals on the 
table to open ORV trails in Connecticut! 

Several months ago, the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection 
assembled a committee to study the feasibility and make recommendations on an 
ORV trail in a CT state forest. One of the members of this committee is Devils 
Hopyard State Park Supervisor Henry Alves, who is also a NETRA member. The 
committee has recommended that a 22-30 mile all off-road trail loop (street reg- 
istration not required) be set up in Cockaponsett State Forest. This proposal is 
now on the desk of DEP Deputy Commissioner David Leff. CT State law requires 
the state to provide ORV trails, and the state is currently in violation of this law. 
NETRA Director Mike Stone provided the committee with info on the 
Memorandum of Agreement program we have for the state forests in Mass., and 
this Cockaponsett recommendation is based on that model, which would require 
local clubs to work with the state to maintain the trail loop. If the Deputy 
Commissioner approves the recommendation, the committee would work with 
Cockaponsett State Forest Supervisor Mike Foisie to work out the details of the 
loop. Mike Foisie has worked for many years with the Salmon River Riders on the 
Cockaponsett Enduro and has a good relationship with them. 

At the same time, Mike Foisie is applying to the Recreation Trails Program for a 
federal TEA grant (formerly called Symms Fund grant) to reopen the NETRA 
Cockaponsett Trail Loop. This route-sheeted 59 mile loop, which requires street 
registration, was last updated in ‘87 by NETRA members Phil Black and Frank 
Hinde, but was then closed down by the DEP around '91. If the grant is approved, 
the loop would still require final DEP approval, and then volunteer trail work by 
local clubs before reopening. 

The CT DEP has recently acquired the 410 acre Red Cedar Lake State Park in 
Lebanon (near Colchester). This is a rather isolated area with a lot of logging trails 
and Henry Alves is proposing that it be set up as an ORV riding area with an esti- 
mated ten mile loop. At this point there is no need for assistance from the gener- 
al NETRA membership. If we run into some bureaucratic snarls down the road, 
we may need some letter writing and we'll keep you posted. In the mean time, 
keep your fingers crossed and look forward to some new riding in Connecticut. 








260 will run in the lightweight/250 
class. 

In the enduro series, the AMA is now 
using the NETRA promotion list for B to 
A promotions within NETRA. 
Previously, the AMA was using an eas- 


Yankees, although they can’t believe we 
really need them. Invite ‘em up to go 
riding some time. You can learn more 
about CAM Technologies’ rotors by 
calling them at (800)243-4226. 


The New York State Off Road Vehicle Association (NYSORVA) is very proud to 
be the first OHV organization in the country to present this new way to advocate 
for pro-OHV legislative issues, specifically New York's ATV Trail Funding 
Legislative Bills A1060 & S632. 

To use the system, go to http://www.lobbynet.com/nysorva/ and click on the 
“Write a letter now” button, and follow the steps noted on screen. The system 
determines your proper legislative districts based on your mailing address and 
then creates two letters—one for your State Assembly Member, and one for your 
State Senator. You are given two more choices if you don’t like the wording of the 
first. The two letters are then set via fax to both your Legislators. Then copies of 
your letters are sent to your e-mail address. You then have the option to copy the 
text into your word processor to print out a paper copy to sign and mail for added 
impact.. 

Our special thanks go out to all NYSORVA supporters who have made this pro- 
ject possible. We are hopeful that the investment required will generate valuable 
results to the benefit of all riders of New York State. Thank you for taking advan- 
tage of this tool to communicate with your elected officials in the 2000 NYS 
Legislative Session. Even if you wrote letters during the 1999 Session, we 
encourage you to write again either using this system or using your personal cre- 
ativity (Submitted by Alex Ernst/NYSORVA; (www.nysorva.org). 
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ier advancement system, such that 
some NETRA riders were AMA A riders 
even though they were NETRA B riders. 
There was a vote taken on eliminating 
the “club requirement” for hare scram- 
bles, but it was voted down. To qualify 
for the hare scrambles championship, a 
rider must still join a local club and 
work that club’s hare scrambles. 
(Submitted by Mike Stone). 


Bigger Discs 

Fed up with they way your KTM brake 
pads overlap the 
edges of the stock 
disc? You should be, 
you're giving away 
braking surface 
there. Savvy brake 
disc builders have 
caught on, and are 
making replacement 
discs that are just a 
little bigger, like the 
Mud Racing rotors in 
the back of Trail 
Rider, and just like 
these replacement 
KTM discs made by CAM Technologies. 
The CAM discs come from way down 
south, where it’s hot and dry in the 
summer, and them good ole’ boys like 
their ventilation slots, or else they cook 
brake fluid all day long. They also make 
a solid rotor for us mud-eating 





NETRA Event News 


At the annual NETRA sanction meet- 
ing, Bob Stadler promised 100+ miles 
of riding for this years Berkshire 
Mudslinger. Dave Kelly will co-trail 
boss the enduro. Suspicions run high 
that this is a prelude to a bid for a 
national enduro in 2001, and if that's 
the case we applaud the effort. 
Hmmmm, let's see how many national 
AA riders we can hour out.... 

The Pathfinders will bring back the 
popular Red Fox Turkey Run in 
Vermont for 2000. 
Trail Boss Mike 
Stone says the 85 
mile loop will be 
similar to that used 
on the first day of 
the '98 Malcolm 
Smith Two Day 
Invitational Ride. 
We were on that 
ride and are famil- 
iar with the trails, 
although it was 
pouring at the time 
we remember the 
ride as very hilly and fun, and definitely 
worth the drive to Vermont to ride it. 
The U.S. Army Corp of Engineers has 
given the Pathfinders permission to use 
Townshend Dam Recreational Area as a 
start area. 


| ae ee B&B Sales & Service 
791 Flory Mill Rd. e Lancaster, PA 17601 
Letter from Lynn 71 7-569-5764 SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


Lynn Burton, formerly of the Berkshires and now liv- 
ing in Arkansas, whom this magazine erroneously 


reported as sadly deceased a few years ago, wrote to 
let us know that the Arkansas Dirt Riders will again 
host a Dual Sport Trail Ride on April 2, 2000 in the 


Ozark National Forest of central Arkansas. The ride 


will cover 100 miles of back roads, woods roads and 
trail, and features less than one mile of pavement. 
Those who have ridden the Al Eames Memorial Dual 
Sport know the type of event that Trailmaster Lynn 


Burton will offer, and this early season ride in the 


scenic Ozarks promises some excellent new trail. So k stall K Style, is the 
leave the doldrums of the “mud season” in New www.ktmusa.com i MN official race gear 


England for some sunny Arkansas spring riding 
(rocks and mud optional). For further information 
contact Lynn at the following address, or talk to Mike 
Stone who rode the event in 1999. Lynn Burton, 4202 
Hanover Dr,. Alexander, AR 72002; (501) 847-9791, 
IburtonGaristotle.net. 


Bridget 8 Sidney's Big 
Adventure 


Readers of Trail Rider have got to be familiar with 
the name Sidney Dickson by now. We first met Sidney 
at the Incas Rally in 1989, and since then he has been 
regularly making news with a variety of long-distance 
pursuits, including BĘ a KTM 350 EXC across 

= country from 
California to St. 
Michaels, MD, short- Venture outside the cushions on any of the 5 World Championship Enduro mounts 
ly ag then from KTM. If you're into Enduro riding, we've built the perfect machine for you. Visit 
making the trip again h ; ; ; 
on a variety of more us today for model details and financing that best fit you. 
dual sport oriented 
bikes, including, if 
we remember right, a 
couple of Honda 
XRs, an ATK four- 
stroke, and couple of 
KTMs. Well, he has- 
n't be lying dormant 
these last few years, 
and just got finished 
chronicling his last 
trip, a sidecar excur- 
sion with his new 


























wife Bridget, again CHAIN & SPROCKETS 

tame, THe Ane he DUNLOP renna mon jm p RO CREUT 

used a KTM 620 RXC COMBO SPECIAL RENTHAL REAR $54, Prees PR. 

with a Velorex side- ANY FRONT 8 REAR MOOSE FRONT $14. 304 SILENCER $75. 
car bolted to its side, freeing Bridget from the trouble 755-756-739-707-752 MOOSE REAR $49. SPARK ARREST $120. 
of riding on the back seat of the RXC, and possibly 125 SIZES $105. RK STD $24, YZ400 ExHausT $350. 
A | luggage Dan mp took m ie 250 SIZES $110. RK O-RING $65. FMF 

ys, covere miles, used eig 
rear and five front tires, and appears to have necessi- MICHELIN ssaa ie ote po 
tated the rebuild of the sidecar running gear at least COMBO SPECIAL i Sa kai 
twice. Limited to a top speed of not much more than ANY FRONT & REAR : 
25 mph due to the high overall weight of sidecar, pas- S12-M12-H12 SHOP SERVICES 
senger and pilot, the pair still had a ton of fun and 125 SIZES $115. CYLINDER REPAIR 
made the trip in fine style. The most interesting part, 250 SIZES $120 CRANKSHAFTS WHEEL COMPONENTS 
to us, is the fact that they took the time to make a very s pa EXCEL WHEEL FRONT $99 
professional video tape along the way, and it's a folksy STUDDED ENGINES REBUILT EXCEL WHEEL RR $120. 
look at the details of the trip, and surprisingly well TIRES 4 STROKE HEAD WORK TALON HUBS Bt. 
made. Maybe not that surprisingly, after Sidney told FRT 165 S 
us about the 10 grand in equipment and editing it took $165. Tech Line —— $55. 
to get it this way. Anyhow, you can see the tape and RR $185. 860-564. 08 WHEEL BEARINGS $9. 
support Sidney's lust for long rides by buying a copy “SS 
of the tape for $24 American, post paid. Send checks 
T money orders, or cash for that matter, since they M-F 10-6 888-942-MO O 
on k ? h kj 2 
n't have a credit card machines, and they’ll send Sat. 10-3 MAJOR REDN 





you a tape. It's pretty cool! Mail to Sidney Dickson, 
Dorothy's Enlargement Farm, 8821 Dawson Road, St. 
Michaels, MD 21663. * 


sm WeRide MWWW.MOTOXTECH.COM = “suis 
16 Water Street Central Village, CT. 06332 
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Northeastern Trails 


TURKEY RUNNIN 


In New England, an organized trail ride is known as a “turkey run.” It’s a great way to get 
together with your friends and ride some exceptional trails, whether your friends are fowl or not. 





by Joe McLaughlin 



































































% ner, ruining a perfectly good hel- 
met visor! 
j The following section was a mix 
of fast trail, power lines and tar 
roads leading up to a club mem- 
bers house for the gas stop. 
| Fresh deli meats, rolls, beverages 
and other treats were available to 
fuel up the body and gas for the 


1999 Team King Philip 
September 26, 1999 
AY who’s been riding for at least a 
ittle while in New England knows Joe 
Curti. Known “from Maine to Spain” by 
names such as “Joe-Fred,” “2000,” and £ i 
"Nine-Toe Joe,” Curti is nothing short of a machine. Duct tape made for a 
hard-nosed, old school trail rider. For many > s ; quick fix of my now flapping 
years he has entertained those around him s 2 5 : visor. 
with his eclectic personality. Joe always has | : z > Trails led right out of the drive- 
tales to tell, both short and tall. way and across the power lines to 
Last year, Joe set out on a mission to put some more enjoyable, but a bit 
the King Philip Trail Riders back on the more rocky trails. Wrentham 
turkey run map. While the event was a suc- State Forest is known for its 
cess, a few of the real “turkeys,” as Joe likes rocky trails, but still proves to be 
to call them, felt the trails were a little too A quite fun, as long as your sus- 
challenging and long. This year, the club z pension is dialed-in. There are 
decided to shorten things up a bit, and § enough smooth trails mixed in 
throw in some alternate trails around the ; = With the rocks to keep things 
hero sections. Gazing at the route sheet, i moving along. A true hero hill 
these intentions were apparent as | noticed § climb in the midst of the section 
four optional bypasses around some of the = provided an adrenaline rush, or | 
more challenging sections. ; ; should say the push up the hill 
The event started out of the provided an adrenaline rush! 
Kleininnsbruck Ski Area in Franklin, Mass. ; Also included in the Wrentham 
It’s not quite a mountain, but more like a big » SF section was a trip through the 
hill with a chair lift. At any rate, it's a great E © Culvert. Here, you get to ride 
starting area for an event, with plenty of F Ze through a six-foot high cement 
parking, and of course a nice bar inside. | pipe that carries water under- 
Team KPTR wasted no time in neath route 495. Make 
separating the Heroes from the sure you keep your 
Turkeys. The first section went j head down, or the 
right to the infamous "gas line mud j inside of the pipe will 
hole” and luckily had an optional f ruin a nice paint job (not 
“wimp way” highlighted on the & to mention your neck) if 
route sheet. Since my group head- you happen A, catch 
ed out early, we found the mud } Per "sj on the way 
hole to be a relatively easy pass. | ma 4 m i 
The gas line itself is pretty fun, too. : rom nere, things go 
Well worth the effort of making § even more fun. Miles 
your way through the mud. From 3 and miles of great trail, 
here, the arrows pointed to one of ý with a little tar road 
the best trail riding sections in all § d wound back to the a 
of New England: Franklin State & area. Riding back up the 
Forest. ; driveway of the 
A hidden gem in the midst of KP afr [in ry 
country, Franklin SF has very little = a ME MS 
rocks, with smooth winding trails | kra ne val KNEW 
that seem to go on forever. A little pa ae a katja 
rain earlier in the week made for fis . . 
some slick conditions in a few fem i En Asa 
places. | found out the hard way, E i sro a tamm 
chasing down my group when | Lush, green and good riding at the King Philip, and some mud tracking at the Tri-State, above. Very a ad U 
slid out and face-planted in a cor- different rides, but both great fun and very characteristic of New England. 
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It's always comforting to know your headlight is 
working. Sometimes what it shows you is a little 
less than comforting. Tri-State Extreme fun. 


pounding through the rocks to find the next smooth 
section. 

Joe-Fred Curti and the King Philip Trail Riders did 
a fine job at this year’s turkey run. Judging by the 
smiles on everyone's faces, | think most everyone 
would agree! 


1999 Tri-State Extreme 
October 10, 1999 
T, say that the Tri-State Trail Riders know how to 
put the “Extreme” in Extreme Turkey Run is a 
huge understatement. To put it bluntly, this event 
would've made for one very tough enduro. A fair 
amount of rain in the weeks leading up to the event 
made things a little worse than they would've been 
otherwise, and the sheer challenge of the trails 
made for some rough going. 

Dave Carlson, Sr. currently serves as the head of 
NETRAS recreation committee, which is responsible 
for organizing the Turkey Run Series. The event was 
advertised to be a challenging ride, so no one could 
say they weren't warned. Overcast skies and mild 
temps in the morning made it difficult to decide 
what to wear. Standing around was a little cold, but 
the pre-ride consensus was that a jacket would 
make things too hot once on the trail. 

That decision proved to be wise after getting 
through the first section. Most of the trails were 
pretty fast, and the wet conditions made for some 
fun dirt track-style sliding in the corners. The trails 
were rocky and slick, and a pretty gnarly mud hole 
made things interesting right away. 

The next section was more of the same, with slick 
rocky trails that required lots of concentration and 
effort to keep the rubber side down. Fortunately the 
route sheet provided some bail-out points, with 








GAS | 
cas Kawasaki 


‘GET ON THE GAS!” 






SHIPPING DAILY! 





` Muńti-time ECEA + 
“Sorat Choi 
Jack Lafferty di < 


suspension . 
performance 
possible! 


-With over 25 
years of off-road 
suspension tuning 

_ experience, Drew 
Smith is the best 
choice for your 
next fork and 
shock revalve 


AUTHORIZED WP | 
SERVICE CENTER 
' AND DISTRIBUTOR 


$ 
The best suspension performan vg reasonable price. Used by Fred Hoess, CHNS 
Smith Mark Hummel, Jeff Kirch ark/Spence, Jack Lafferty, Kevin Bennett and Joel Dengler. 
EE š Fast turnaround and personalized service! 4 


Same Day Shipping! * (908)637-6385 EE 
WER. * Box 279A Jenny Jump Ave., ° Great Meadows, NJ 07838 
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One of the joys of trail riding with a group of friends is getting to “help out” while one of the other riders int 





y: % = 


the group performs his routine maintenance. It's a little less fun when it's you they're waiting for! 


route sheeted mileage back to the start area if things 
got to be too much. One of the riders in my group 
was having trouble with his carburetor, so he head- 
ed back at bail out #1. 

It was here that things started taking a turn for the 
worse. A light sprinkle began to fall that wreaked 
havoc with the goggles. Now in addition to sliding 
around a lot, you couldn’t see much. Another long 


VALLEY 
MOTORSPORTS 


216 N King St. e Northampton MA 
413-584-7303 


www.ktmusa.com 


PLAY DIRT 


“Don't Miss Out on a New Y2K KTM! 
Order Yours Now! 


Limited Quantity of 1999 KTMs 
with Conventional Forks still available --Call! 


Visit Our New Expanded Showroom! 
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section wound its way to a long power line section. 
The rain added to the standing water, which made it 
challenging to figure out how deep some of the mud 
puddles were. As we plodded along, my group 
began to separate as some chose bad lines. 

Two of us waited for some time at the end of that 
section, until the rest of the group caught up. A flat 
front tire caused another casualty, so the group 


SPORTMOTORCYCLES 








K Style is the 
official race gear 
ex of Team KTM. 
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4 My ay 


NEW KTM TALL FOAMS AND COVERS 
FOAMS $59.95 COVERS $64.95 


NEW LIGHTWEIGHT 
KTM SKIDPLATE $62.95 


ne SS 


AQHEASER PULL! BEZ 
KTM EASY-PULL HYDRAULIC CLUTCH LEVER 


NEEDLE BEARING PIVOT 


(517)393-2421 PH. CALL FOR 
(517)393-0632 FX. FREE 
www.enduroeng.com CATALOG! 


dwindled down to five. The rain had developed from 
a sprinkle to a light rain and started getting us pret- 
ty wet. The first gas stop was only a few miles down 
the road, so we headed off. It was here that not 
wearing a jacket became a bad idea. 

The gas stop gave a chance to hang out under an 
overhanging roof and dry off the goggles with some 
napkins. To our dismay, the rain refused to let up. 
Heading back down the road to the trail proved to be 
a Chilling experience. Getting back onto the trail 
warmed up the body, but the rain continued to fall, 
so there was no chance of drying out. 

On a drier day, | think it wouldn’t have been so 
bad, but the rain made things miserable. After riding 
over forty miles in the downpour, we arrived at the 
second gas stop. Here we had a choice of riding 
another 25 or so miles of trail, or take tar roads for 
about 15 miles to get back. Someone came up with 
the idea of asking the gas station attendant for trash 
bags to use as stylish raincoats. Maybe too little too 
late, but at least it would shield us from getting any 
wetter. 

The ride on the roads back to the starting area was 
very cold. It seemed like it took hours, even though 
it was probably only a half-hour or so. When we 
arrived back at the finish, we found that almost 
everyone had come back early. It turned out we were 
actually one of the only remaining groups who were 
still out there. After changing into dry clothes, it was 
time for some hot coffee and a burger to warm up 
the insides. 

The Tri-State Extreme was extreme in every sense. 
It was extremely long, extremely challenging, 
extremely muddy, extremely wet and extremely fun! 
It'll be an extreme pleasure to ride it again in 2000! # 
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$39.95 ! 




















DUNLOP 


100/100x18 739 $58.95 
110/100x18 739 $62.95 
100/ 90x19 739 $62.95 
110/ 90x19 739 $65.95 
80/100x21 739 $57.95 
100/100x18 756 $58.95 
110/100x18 756 $59.95 
100/ 90x19 756 $62.95 
110/ 90x19 756 $65.95 
80/100x21 756 $57.95 
100/100x18 755 $54.95 
110/100x18 755 $56.95 
100/ 90x19 755 $59.95 
110/ 90x19 755 $65.95 
80/100x21 755 $57.95 


recor 


400x18 MT16 $61.95 
450x18 MT16 $64.95 
300x21 MT16 $57.95 
100/100x18 MT18 $59.95 
110/100x18 MT18 $62.95 
120/100x18 MT18 $66.95 
100/ 90x19 MT18 $63.95 
110/ 90x19 MT18 $65.95 
80/100x21 MT18 $58.95 
100/100x18 320 $61.95 
110/100x18 320 $65.95 
100/ 90x19 320 $65.95 
110/ 90x19 320 $69.95 
80/100x21 320 $58.95 
120/100x18 MT44 $69.95 
90/ 90x21 MT44 $62.95 
METZELER 
120/ 90x18 UNX $67.95 
90/ 90x21 UNX $62.95 
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y HUNDREDS IN STOCK! 
“ SAME PRICES IN STORE... 


me 


VE33 
VE33 
VE33 
VE33 
IXO7 
IXO7 
IXO7 
IXO7 
IXO7 
IXO5 
IXO5 
IXO5 
IXO5 
IXO5 
M5B 

M5B 

M5B 

M5B 


$49.95 
$54.95 
$55.95 
$57.95 
$52.95 
$55.95 
$59.95 
$64.95 
$49.95 
$52.95 
$55.95 
$59.95 
$64.95 
$49.95 
$40.95 
$50.95 
$55.95 
$56.95 
M5B $60.95 
VE37 $57.95 
80/100x21 VE35 $44.95 
80/100x21 VE39 $44.95 


TRELLEBORG 


100/110x18 $86.95 
110/100x18 $90.95 
100/100.19 $86.95 
120/ 90x18 $92.95 
100/110x19 $86.95 
110/ 90x19 $85.95 
110/100x18 $92.95 
120/100x18 $95.95 
100/100x19 $93.95 
110/ 90x19 946 $95.95 

80/100x21 914 $72.95 
WinterFriction Spikes CALL 


110/100x18 

510x18 
100/ 90x19 
110/ 90x19 
100/100x18 
110/100x18 
100/ 90x19 
110/ 90x19 
80/100x21 
100/100x18 
110/100x18 
100/ 90x19 
110/ 90x19 
80/100x21 
110/ 80x14 
120/ 80x18 
130/ 80x18 
100/ 90x19 
110/ 90x19 
110/100x18 


z54 
754 
754 
754 
754 
946 
946 
946 


www-keviescycleracing, com 
M a. $ 


go SUPPLY ad 





HEAVY DUTY 





HEAVY DUTY TUBES 


MSR Ultra $ 8-$12.95 
Trelleborg $17-$21.95 
Moose Super $22.95 
Moose Slime $15.95 
Metzeler $15-$17.95 


Bridgestone Ultra $24.95 
Tube Tacl 


$ 4.95 







Steel Fronts $23.95 
Aluminum Rears $58.95 
RENTHAL 


Sprocket & Chain Kits 
from $102.95 


Regina O-Ring $99.95 


(Includes Master Link ) 





















GALFER from $22.95 
EBC from $19.95 
DUNLOPADS from $24.95 







/ fk o VLUU ATEH 

AAA EESIN 
Brush Guards from $33.95 
Plastic DeFlectors $24.95 
Route Sheet Holder $19.95 
Score Card Holder $ 8.95 
Rear Rotor Guard $19.95 
Speedo Spacer $19.95 
KTM Burley Pegs $89.95 
KTM Rad Nuts $14.95 
Clutch Case Grds. $39.95 


Steel Fronts from $12.95 
Aluminum Rears $42.95 


DID O-Ring from $53.95 
(Includes Master Link ) 
Motorcycie 
RK Chan 


RK O-Ring trom $55.95 


(Includes Master Link ) 


ORDER TOLL-FREE 


800-654-4998 
508-285-4342 custone smee 
mbd@ici.net mui 27 





a Fork Tool 


ORING CHAIN & 


BM" 


a 


Quick Change Brake Pins 
from $9.95 


BULLETPROOF 


Chain Guides from $37.95 
Skid Plates from $49.95 
Rotor Guards $27.95 





Easy PullLevers $35.95 


Sprocket Bolt Kits $15.95 








Master Link Press $19.95 


All Prices Subject To Change 
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Taking a look at what ść does to make his WR cook By Mark Uth 


Nio had better results racing the WR400 | 
in 1999 than Randy Hawkins. In his first full 
year aboard the Yamaha four stroke the former 
multi-time national enduro champ campaigned 
his finely tuned WR400 to a third place finish in 
the AMA Acerbis National Enduro Series. The 
day before the series finale in Delaware, TR 
caught up to the Hawkins team to talk about his 
success aboard the ’99 Yamaha thumper. 

“The WR 400 is a very user friendly platform,” 
Hawkins began, “perhaps the most versatile 
bike I've ever ridden; racing or trail riding,” + 
Randy admitted. “It’s a little heavy and it took | 
some time getting used to.” However, he was 
adamant about perceived starting troubles. 
"There's a misconception about starting the . 
WR400 and four-strokes in general. Sure there's | suspension during acceleration,” he noted. 
a routine after falling, but if you follow that rou- * ck... - 5 i “As a result, things needed to be stiffened up 
tine you'll have no trouble at all. The best bet is Randy Hawkins, and mechanic Dale Stegal hanging out in the box to hold the rear end up.” Using all stock sus- 
to simply take a breath, go through your routine van before the Delaware enduro. They've been together forever. | pension components (shock and linkage), this 
and then you'll be on your way.” How could you 
ask for more? 

Giving the once over to the bike, put together by Randy and his mechanic 
of more than ten years, Dale Stegall, you can see that the vast majority of 
improvements heaped upon the stock WR400 have been in the areas of pro- 
tection and durability, with minor performance improvements to the motor, 
suspension and stopping. Perhaps the least amount of work has been done 
to the motor. Hawkins’s bike makes power courtesy of a Weisco oversized 
piston kit that bumps displacement to 420cc. Installed by White Brothers, 
along with their E-Series silencer and an S-bend header pipe, Randy noted 
that this produces a better response off the bottom end. Surprisingly, the 
White Brothers header pipe has the same inner diameter as the stock pipe, 
although it employs a different routing around the frame that yields the per- 
formance improvement. 

In conjunction with the motor upgrades, Hawkins noted that he’s using a 
Twin Air foam air filter and the stock carburetor with revised jetting. Aiding 
response, the Hawkins WR400 sports a Motion Pro single pull (single cable) 
throttle actuator and cable with a faster pull ratio that Randy referred to as a 
“slight quick pull” throttle. The only other motor-related changes pertain to 
clutch actuation. For better feel, a Billetanium hydraulic clutch assembly 
provides “excellent performance” according to Randy and, used in con- 
junction with a Hinson clutch basket, provides “an easier pull and very 
dependable setup. I've 
never had any problems 
with it.” 

Regarding suspension, 
Randy began by explain- 
ing, “I like the fork softest 
when it’s fully extended. 
As a result, my forks are 
sprung and valved to keep 
the bike up in its stroke.” 
To accomplish this the , 
Hawkins bike retains the * 
stock fork springs com- s% 
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bined with Factory Connection revalving, 
tuned to his specifications. We had some 
trouble getting a read on the fork position in 
the triple clamp. “Its not standard,” Randy 
explained, “I’m doing some testing for 
Yamaha and my bike has a shorter steering 
stem and modified frame geometry.” Perhaps 
it'll be applicable to next year’s model. 
However, Hawkins does use an Applied triple 
a clamp that moves the handlebar position 
| backwards a bit. Randy claimed, “I like it bet- 
ter that way on four strokes.” 

Out back, Hawkins again noted that peculiar 
four stroke characteristics affected their tun- 
ing of the WR400' rear shock and suspen- 
sion. "Four strokes pull harder on the rear 








The complete package is a pretty awesome four- 
stroke. Left: Hawkins is using a shorter head tube and 
| different front end geometry than a stocker. Far left: A 
White Bros header pipe tucks in below the Pirie 
Composites-designed tank. The friction material on the 
| tank is for better leg grip. 


was accomplished with changes to shock spring rate 
(5.2 N/mm) and valving. 

For stopping duties, stock calipers and brake cylin- 
34) ders are mated to an oversized 270mm front brake 

i rotor (stock is 245mm) manufactured by AM-PRO, 
which also requires a matching brake caliper carrier 
May bracket of the same manufacture. Out back, a Scotts 
we shark fin rear disk protector is used for rotor protec- 





* 


Lots happening on the left side of the handlebar. A 
Boyesen Flex Grip reduces vibration, and a prototype 
Motion Pro remote hot-start switch is in easy reach 
of his thumb. 


tion, incorporated into a one piece rear brake caliper 
carrier. Hawkins uses Pirelli rubber all around, run- 
ning the MT44 front and MT32 rear “90% of the 
time.” Rather than using solid tire inserts like most 
top level off-road competitors, Randy instead uses 


Stock '99 WR400 Specifications 


Engine 
Engine Type 399cc DOHC, 5 valve, 
liquid-cooled four stroke 
92mm x 60.1mm 

12.5:1 

Keihin FCR59H 


5 speed 


Bore x Stroke 
Compression Ratio 
Carburator 
Transmission 
Chassis 

Front Suspension 46mm Kayaba inverted fork 
w/11.6"travel, adj. comp/rebound 
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A Billetanium hydraulic clutch unit takes all the 
adjustment chores out of the clutch actuation sys- 
tem. There’s a Hinson clutch basket inside. 


heavy duty inner tubes treated with Slime tube 
sealant. "| don't like foam tire inserts because of 
their dead feel,” said Hawkins, “and, when they’re 
worn they feel like a flat. For me the feel just does- 
n't compare to that of a tube.” 


Kayaba shock w/adj. 
comp/rebound, 12.4” wheel travel 
245mm rotor 

220mm rotor 

Dunlop K739, 80/100-21 front, 
120/90-18 rear 


Rear Suspension 


Front Brake 
Rear Brake 
Tires 


Dimensions 
Wheelbase 

Seat Height 
Ground Clearance 
Fuel Capacity 
Claimed Wet Weight 


58,3” 
38.5” 

14.7° 

3.2 gal. 
271 pounds 











Thats a Scott's shark fin, and a fairly stock-looking 
rear wheel. Hawkins uses steel sprockets for reliabil- 
ity and longevity. 


Driving those meats, Hawkins uses Sunstar final 
drive cogs, wrapped with a Tsubaki O-ring chain. 
Gearing used for national enduros is 14-52, while 
higher 14-50 gearing is employed for typical GNCC 
style racing. You'll note that he prefers to use a steel 
rear sprocket for longevity and because "it doesn't 
bend as easily” as alloy rear sprockets. In what 
might be called exotics, the Hawkins sled has a tita- 
nium subframe manufactured by DSP and sold 
under Yamahas own aftermarket YT-R brand. 
Additionally, the Hawkins WR400 is equipped with a 
custom 3.2 gallon carbon fiber composite fuel cell, 
made with blue resin. Randy worked with Pirie 
Composites to design the tank, which doesn't 
increase fuel volume over the stocker, but instead 
redistributes where the fuel is carried in order to 


Enduro. It's a game we play on our motorcycles. If you're 
just playing for fun, that's great. The PaceMaker Enduro 
computer makes accurate timekeeping simple and 
uncomplicated. Our sharp display is easy to read, and our 
plain-english menus make learning to timekeep fast and 
fun. There's no better way to get started in Enduro than 
using a PaceMaker 3 Enduro computer. 


A-LO 





Oliroad 


To Order Call 1-800-66-A-LOOP 


If you're the competitive type, you want to make sure that 
you have every advantage over the other guys on your 
row. Besides having the clearest display, user configurable 
readouts, and a list of program features as long the third 
loop at the Delaware national, the PaceMaker's Audible 
alarm alerts you to upcoming possibles without you even 
taking your eyes off the trail. You can't go fast if you're 
staring at your instruments, can you? Now THAT'S how 
you play to WIN. 


P3 complete with 
mounting kit, just $369 





A-LOOP Offroad, 3911 Norwood Dr. #G, Littleton CO 80125 e www.aloop.com 
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Th B t Off R d A c= = 1 z l a reduce its girth considerably. The thinner carbon 

e esi 0a ccessories or Ever ę Bike! fiber composite tank is about as wide as the small- 

Ś è s PASE er capacity YZ tank, yet provides 65-70 miles of 

AA EREN . range when trail riding; 48-50 miles under “really 

hard racing.” Randy said that he expects IMS to pick 

up the design and produce a conventional injection- 
molded plastic tank this year. 

The remaining changes to the Hawkins WR400 
pertain to ergos and controls. Perhaps the trickest 
change among these upgrades is the relocation of 
the hot start button to the left hand side of the han- 
dlebar. "It's a prototype Motion Pro design,” Randy 
said, “that makes the hot start button easier to get 
to” 

Hawkins’s bike is shod with a Ceet seat kit with a 
cover made from a tough, thick, non-skid material, 
more than ready to stand up to the abuses of 
national competition. Hawkins’s uses Answer 
Products Pro Taper handlebars, preferring the 


Carbon Fiber Pipe Guards, Clutch Cover Guards, 
Skid Plates, Fork Protectors, Chain Guides for 


Kawasaki, KTM, Yamaha, Suzuki, Honda, TM, ZJ | Honda CR High bend. For hand protection, Cycra 
Husaberg, and Gas-Gas | „AA Pro-Bend hand guards are mated to a trick AM-PRO 
SA : a : ć inside-mounting bracket. Rounding out steering 
Lighting Coil Ignitions for Kawasaki, Yamaha, > ś i control, Hawkins uses a Boysen Flex Grip on the 
Suzuki and Honda, 100w X 2 output East Wareham, MA 02538 # left-hand side for vibration isolation, and a Scotts 
SE s ea ae eee steering damper. “| always ride with a Scott's steer- 
Paioli Forks and Tecnosel products available www.elineaccessories.com.. ing damper,” Randy remarked, “for me, it's like a 


helmet, you get used to it and never ride without it.” 
The only other rider interface are special IMS foot 
pegs which are wider and offset a quarter-inch rear- 





Join the team! 


Hawkins '99 Sponsors 











Larry Raeseler Signature Series BĘZA Product 
A > AM-PRO Oversize brake rotor f & r, triple 
by Progressive Suspension EE rodki 
The Larry Roeseler Signature Series 420 shocks and Aa Wi Sac Hondai EGE 
progressive rate fork springs have been “dialed-in” by Si 8 Katal ARA 
: Larry Roeseler for each application. Install Signature BRM "Flex Grip” 
ż Series shock and fork springs, it'll be like Gace Seat Kit (foam and cover) 
having your bike set up by a pro! Cycle Gear Miscellaneous Support 
3 , , C Hand ‘ds and mountings 
Isn't it time you a aa ee 
joined the team? Factory Connection Suspension tuning 
Hinson Clutch basket 
11129 G Ave., Hesperia, CA 92345 USA ICO Enduro timekeeping electronics 
Toe E-mail: info@progressivesuspension.com a > conp neon a tank 
VOGT OS: 5 otion Pro rottle cable 
Bi Aphid f, 3 Web site: www.progressivesuspension.com GEL es 
— Pro Grip Handlebar grips 
Scotts Steering damper 
a =) Silkolene Oil products, Pro-4 Engine Lube 
=p Slime Tire sealant 
idtown => oe „a 
DUGAIT Husqvama k Takasago Excel rims 
Tsubaki Chain 
= 0 Twin Air Foam air filters 
awasaki  ASE> 
fa} White Brothers Pipe, silencer and motor work 
Y2K Kawasakis still available! o JG AA 
r . . . “ . 
COME CHECK OUT t ward. Hawkins said that they provide “a little extra 
everage during off-throttle deceleration and brak- 
ing.” As for timekeeping, he uses the ICO 





THE NEW HUSKYS 


(©) Husqvarna : 
cannondale 


They're Back, and Now Taking D its 0 
f g Deposits On 
AUE | The Hot New 4-Stroke! 
is the best four stroke you can buy. It’s so easy to 


1864 Silas Deane Highway 
Rocky Hill, CT 06067 (860)721 01 93 motor on that even Clipper could ride it.” Yeah sure, 
UPS SERVICE NATIONWIDE * GIANT PARTS WAREHOUSE my Pandy, but how fast and for how long? # 


Checkmate enduro computer. “Once | got used to it 
(the programming), it was a breeze. | like how it’s so 
easy to just go back into the program and change 
things.” 

Unfortunately for Randy, he continued to be snake 
bitten at Delaware, DNFing the next day with trou- 
bles that eventually precipitated a fried clutch. Some 
things never seem to change. Putting things in per- 
spective though, Hawkins maintained “the WR400 


TIMES 


CN EE 


GOOD 
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Congratulations 
to the 1999 E.C.E.A. 
Champions! 





Fred Hoess — 1999 E.C.E.A. Hare Scrambles Champion - ‘99 Husky CR125 8 WR250 
Mark Hummel — 1999 E.C.E.A. 250 A Enduro Champion - ‘99 Husky WR250 
Tim Gallagher - 1999 E.C.E.A. Open B Champion — ‘99 Husky WR360 


(H)Husqvarna 


Husqvarna USA, 1901 Davisville Rd., Willow Grove, PA 19090 * www.husqvarnausa.com 





Product Evaluation 


ETERNAL SPROCKETS 


Sidewinder's stainless steel sprockets wear better than iron 


(and who would want iron anyhow?) 


little better than a year ago, we 
icked up one of the first gener- 
ation of the new Sidewinder 
Stainless rear sprockets for the back | 
of our KTM 200 Jackpiner. The new 
Stainless sprockets were said to be 
the last word on durability, some- 
thing we were certainly interested in, 
riding as we do in the rocks and 
abrasive mud of the Northeast. With | 
a fair amount of enduro riding along 
with all the trail riding we could | 
squeeze in, a standard alloy rear 
sprocket was lasting us about a half 
of a season. At that point we'd have 
to pop for new sprockets. The stock 
alloy sprockets were either hooked 
or were actually starting to chip off 
teeth. If you don’t catch a situation 
like this early enough, you can be left 
sitting on the side of the trail with a | 
toothless rear sprocket, wondering | 
how you're going to get out of the m 
woods without wrecking something 
else. 

Longer life would definitely be wel- 
come, so we bolted on the 
Sidewinder Stainless and started rid- 
ing again. The new Sidewinders are the flagship of the 
fleet, commanding the highest price of all their 
replacement sprockets, something like $119 each, 
before any kind of discounts you may negotiate. 








CALL KRIS MOONEY IN SALES 
BEST PRICES = BEST SELECTION "BEST SERVICE 


Kawasaki 





RT. 9, BENNINGTON, VT 05201 (802) 447-8606 
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* Plus freight charge from KTM 





It's hard to believe this sprocket is a year old, but we put it on ourselves, and we're 
watching it outlast the chain. This is also the first generation of the Sidewinder stain- 
less—the new ones are supposed to be much tougher. Unbelievable! 


However, price isn't everything. These are the first 
commercially available sprockets that are laser cut out 
of stainless, which, of course won't rust, but at the 
same time it's the strongest material you can get for 


WE HAVE PLENTY 
OF YZ's AND THEY 
WILL PAY YOU WHEN 
YOU WIN! CALL NOW: 


* 2000 KTM 125EXC $4600 
* 2000 KTM 380EXC $5300 
* 1999 KTM SX50 Pro $2500 


YAMAHA) 


$ SUZUKI. 





this application. Alloy sprockets are 
made out of aluminum alloy, and 
though they are light weight, its 
child's play to wear them out in wet 
sand or mud, and they also chip 
teeth fairly easily in rocks. We've 
seen some incredible disasters with 
aluminum sprockets. 

That's why a lot of New Englanders 
opt for plain steel sprockets. They're 
tougher then aluminum, and last 
much longer in mud. On the negative 
side, they're very heavy and they can 
rust fairly badly if you don't keep 
them clean and oiled. And, they still 
wear out, usually hooking all the 
teeth rather than breaking any off. 

Stainless is supposed to bridge the 
gap between alloy and carbon steel. 
It is lighter than carbon steel and 
wi tough as all get out, so tough the 
material has to be cut with an indus- 
trial laser guided by a CNC machine. 
We were told that the stainless 
sprocket would easily outlast the 
new chain we put on with it, just as 
long as we didn’t do something stu- 
pid and bend the sprocket on a rock. 
Yes, the stainless sprocket will bend, 
but that’s fine with us. If it didn’t bend under a serious 
impact it would probably tear all the bolts out of the 
hub, and we'd always rather replace a sprocket than 
an incredibly expensive alloy hub. 

After inspecting this year-old sprocket we have to 
admit we're impressed. There is no evidence of hook- 
ing on the teeth, no discernable wear on the face of 
the teeth, and just a tiny amount of polishing where 
the side plates meet the sides of the teeth. It’s dirty, 
and stained by chain lube, but basically it doesn’t look 
much different than when we put it on. Kind of amaz- 
ing, and when you inspect the inside of the chain 
links, you can see wear marks where the links have 
contacted the sprocket. Pretty plain which is tougher; 
this sprocket probably will outlast the chain, although 
the chain also still looks good. Perhaps the fact that 
the sprocket doesn’t wear or hook helps keep the 
chain alive, since the chain doesn’t have to try to con- 
form to a wearing sprocket. 

We're not chain and sprocket engineers, so we don't 
know for sure. What we do know is that the drive train 
for this KTM is showing signs of a much longer life 
than usual, and that's a big deal considering the con- 
ditions we ride in. It might wind up costing you $20 
more than the best alloy sprockets, but in our opinion 
the Sidewinder Stainless is well worth the investment. 
If you need a new rear sprocket, now's the time to get 
it. And if you don't right now, consider the stainless 
the next time you do. We recommend it highly. Find 
out more by calling Sidewinder at (630)513-1000. # 





We have what you want! Low prices! Great selection! Unbeatable customer service! 
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SAVE UP TO 40% ON SHOE! HELME 
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SINISALO Large Gear Bags 
Red, blu, org ........$39.99 


Lona 


O'NEAL ELEMENTS O'NEAL M-720 AIPINESTAR MSR "99 WT ADULT / YOUTH 


Black, red, blue, grey Blue, red, grey 
DEFLECTORS, 


Answer Youth Edge....55.99 
59.99 
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Scott #89 MJC Alloy crate ......$49.99 
Blue, red, black .....$19.99 MJC Alloy lift .........69.99 
Scott Quick Straps ....14.99 Steel lift .............. 45.99 


PIPES/SILENCERS _ 
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199 YOUTH EDGE “98 YOUTH STYLUS “99 MSR YOUTH RAGE 
Blu, blk, red, yel, grn Black only. Red only. W/boots *154” 


: SETRA Enduro Series 





Capital City Enduro 
Round 5, Tallahassee, FL 10/24/99 
ixty miles of tough, tight, sandy trail at the Capital 
City enduro in Florida was just what KTM's Allen 
Gravitt was looking for. Gravitt put together four good 
sections to claim the overall with a low score of four 
points. It wasn’t without a battle. For most of the race 
he went neck and neck with Team Green’s Tommy 
Veator, until the last section. Getting lost put an end to 
Veator’s chances. He still took the number two spot 
with a 6, followed closely by KTM mounted Doug 
Masencup with a score of 7 for third. 

The Capital City enduro has been on the SETRA cir- 
cuit for many years, this being its 28th running. The 
Tallahassee Trail Riders host the enduro, co- sanc- 
tioned with the Florida Trail Riders. This year’s race 
consisted of four timed sections for a total of almost 
60 miles. The weather was nice, but a bit dusty. 

The first tough section to greet riders came right at 
the start. No warm up. It was a tight trail, perhaps the 
tightest of the race. Thirteen miles long and full of 
switchbacks, handlebar-width trees 
and plenty of whoops. The sand in 
this part of Florida (or at least where 
this race is held) was of the deep, 
loose, power-robbing variety. = 
Keeping your speed up in the stuff -ssm 
was a must. Gravitt, Veator, and 
Masencup had no trouble in that 
area. Veator posted the fast time in 
the section, staying on his minute 
for a “0,” the only rider to do so. 
Gravitt was close behind with a one 
point loss, and Masencup dropped 
2. Several miles of road followed, § 
taking riders to the next timed sec- F 
tion. 

A restart at mileage 27.20 led into 
section two. Nine miles of the tight © 
stuff . This time riders got a chance 
to ride on some of Florida's famous =- 
palmettos. Kind of like riding 
through a field of bowling balls. This time it was 
Gravitt to post the fast time, dropping three. Veator 
and Masencup would post a four point loss. 
Section three, an 18 mph section, turned out to be 
mileaged wrong and have to be thrown out. This : 
helped many riders, including Veator, who burned 


<E 


> 


the check by several minutes. The gas stop came at : 4 


58 miles . c 
Ten miles of free territory led to the final and 3 
longest section of the day. A tough seventeen miler 


would be the deciding factor in the tight battle sg 


between Gravitt and Veator, both with a score of 
four. Masencup had a six going in to the final sec- - 
tion. Some controversy ensued with this section as 


Above: Gas Gas’ Clay Boreing was the overall win- 
ner at the Gobbler Getter. Right: Mitch McRee was 
the top Open A rider at both events. 
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Dropping points at some tough races 




























well. It seems the trail came close to itself in 
several places. A missed turn here and there | 
had riders scrambling through the woods look- $ X 
ing for arrows. Riders visible through the È 
foliage caused the lost to head towards them to 
catch the trail. Depending on where this hap- 
pened, the rider either gained several miles of 
trail unknowingly, or would ride parts of the trail 
again. The trail was fast enough that whether 
you got lost or not, some faster riders were able 
to zero the section. 

Once again, Gravitt was the man, staying on $ 
his minute through the check out for a zero and = 
a total of 4. Veator had trouble finding the 
arrows and possibly re-rode some trail. He 
dropped two points. Masencup was on the gas > 
hard for a one point loss. 

The last check of the day was a known control 
that also created a bit of a buzz. It seems that an 2 
inexperienced checker or two at the checkpoint $ 
assumed that since the check was known, you | 
could go through as early as you wanted, 
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This is just about all anyone saw of Allen Gravitt at 
the Cap City enduro. 
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instead of the 15 minutes the rules say. Several riders 
claimed the checkers told them to come on through 
no matter how early, it wouldn’t count against them 
anyway. Well It did. There were numerous DQ’s. 
Protests were filed, but the check was kept in. The rid- 
ers should have known better. All in all it was a good 
race, in spite of the problems, this win should put 
Gravitt in the front for the championship. 


Gobbler Getter Enduro 
Round 6, Maplesville, AL 11/7/99 
Ro 6 of the SETRA series, the Gobbler Getter 
enduro was a SETRA/SERA showdown. It was a 
dual sanctioned event and the final round in the SERA 
series. Clay Boreing, fresh from a silver medal at the 
Six Days, claimed the overall on his Gas Gas 300. He 
fought a tight battle with SETRA’s Allen Gravitt all day, 
both riders finishing with a score of 21, with Boreing 
pulling out the win on tie breakers. Boreing and fellow 
Gas Gas rider Nolan Knight (who finished third overall 
with a 26) were in a tight points battle for the SERA 
championship, and this win wrapped that up for 
Boreing. Gravitt, on his usual mount, a KTM 200 EXC, 
finished top SETRA rider, placing him in the lead in the 
SETRA series. 
As usual, Glenn Hollingshead and the boys in the 





by Kenneth King 





Another one of the SERA boys, and another Gas Gas 
rider, Nolan Knight finished third overall at Alabama. 


Perry Mountain M.C. Club put on one great enduro. 
The race was in the small town of Maplesville, in cen- 
tral Alabama. The terrain in the area is a perfect com- 
bination of roots, rocks and hills. And if tight trails are 
your thing, this is the race for you. This year’s race 
consisted of 85 miles of first class trails. They were 
challenging, but the first half was run at a slow 20 
mph average, making for a fairly easy pace. In the sec- 
ond half, the speed was bumped to 24 and the points 
started dropping. The weather was perfect, rain a few 
days before held dust to a minimum. 

Section one, 10 miles long, was tight with some 
fresh cut areas. It was just enough to warm everyone 
up. Gravitt and Boreing both dropped one. Knight 
posted a two and KTM rider Doug Masencup also 
dropped two. Masencup, his second year as a SETRA 
AA, had one of his best rides this season with a fourth 
overall and a score of 29. The second section was 
shorter at six miles, and was faster and more open. A 
lot of clear cut areas were used with short stints of 
logging road. Boreing, Gravitt, Knight and Masencup 
all dropped one. 

The third and final section before the gas kept most 
on time. It was a seven miler and with the slow aver- 
age most of the fast guys had an easy zero. The club 
has put on brutal enduros in the past, and as a way to 
appease the C riders the first half was made easier. It 
was after the gas that the real race began. Gravitt held 
a small one second lead on Boreing at the halfway 
point. The speed was bumped to 24 and the first sec- 
tion of the first loop was run again. A few new trails 
were thrown in, making the section a mile longer the 
second time through. Both Gravitt and Boreing 
dropped five, but Boreing had the better tie breaker 
and took the lead. Knight was next with a six point 











e MORE BIKES! » MORE PARTS! 
e COMPLETE SUSPENSION SERVICE! 


200, 250, 300 EX€ IN STOCK! 


ARCTIC CAT ATV'S SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


VINTAGE PENTONS AND PARTS —CALL BARRY! 
Qur 15th Straight Year as 


AMERICA'S LARGEST 
SELLING KTM DEALER! 


Visit us at ktmworld.com 


Used Parts 1/2 Price! 
Discount programs on 
parts and accessories. 


Fast UPS Service 
Everywhere! 


8820 Bright Star Road 
Douglasville, GA 30134 


Phone (770)920-1371 © Fax (770)920-9198 





WE HAVE ALL YOUR ACCESSORIES AT GREAT PRICES! 


856-719-1448 


OR FAX TO 856-719-1451 


Operated by 
GARY NOBLE 


"A rider who knows what riders want" 


LOCATED IN CHERRY PLAZA 
AT THE BERLIN CIRCLE 


115 ROUTE 73 NORTH, BERLIN NJ 08091 

















POWERSPORTS 


Parts & Accessories for 
Motorcycles, ATVs & Jet Skis 


HIGH ENERGY! 


Rodney Smith kepps his 
Suzuki shining clean with 
ProClean 1000! 









NI 


ro Clean 1000, the concentrate cleaner that Saves you money, while keeping your bike looking news 


Concentrated: Dilute with water * Spray on, hose off. No scrubbing * No high-pressure washer 
Safe on paint, aluminum, chrome, plastic & rubber 
Call us for a free sample 1-888-882-3258 ProClean 
www.prociean1000.com ao O © 
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Jeff Harris was first A Four Stroke at Cap City. 


loss, followed by Masencup at seven. The C classes 
called it a day here. 

Instead of a reset at then end of the section, the club 
used a pause. It is something not too familiar with a 
lot of riders. This caused a bit of confusion and some 
who didn’t use the pause, or for that matter know 
what it was, burned the next going-in check by sever- 
al minutes. AA rider Daniel Morrison was one who got 








Gobbler Getter Enduro 

Class Results 

AA 

1. Clay Boreing Gas Gas 
2. Allen Gravitt KTM 

3. Nolan Knight Gas Gas 
4. Doug Masencup KTM 
A 200 

1. Travis Hayes KTM 

2. Martin Pruett KTM 

3. Sonny Morabito Kaw 
4 . Robert Clark KTM 








A 250 

1. Brian Hudson Yam 
2. Russell Apley Yam 
3. Chris McMillan KTM 
4. Lee Stephens Kaw 
A Four Stroke 

1. Jeff Harris Hsb 

2. Richard Paxton Yam 
3. Matt Davidson Hon 
4. Frank Anello Yam 

A Intermediate 

1. Will Gilbert GasGas 
2. Jimmy Ward Kaw 

3. Gary Little GasGas 
4. Robert Morris KTM 
A Open 

1. Mitch McRee KTM 
2. Kevin Hutchinson Hus 
3. Dwight Rudder Hon 
4. Greg Peterson Suz 
A Senior 

1. Terry Hughes Yam 





2. Stanley Gantt Hon 
3. Phil Ellis GasGas 
4. John Strange Suz 
A Veteran 





1. Lee Daley KTM 

2. Kim Watson GasGas 
3. James Winn Kaw 

4. Jeff Burchfied KTM 
B 200 

1. Dusty Tindell KTM 
2. David Dekerlegand KTM 
3. Mark Kelley Yam 

4. Doug Sanders KTM 
B 250 

1. Frank Davis KTM 

2. Wes Wyatt KTM 


„ 3. Wes Vineyard Suz 


4. Thomas Brooks Kaw 
B Four Stroke 

1. Philip Sims Yam 

2. John Harris Kaw 

3. Bobby Ousley Hon 
4. Gerald Gresham Hon 
B Intermediate 

1. Ronny Hand Kaw 

2. Mike Lollar Yam 

3. David Jones Gas 

B Open 

1. Mike Bradshaw Yam 
2. James Waite KTM 

3. David Gillespie Kaw 
4. Billy Carpenter 

B Veteran 

1. Ken Potts Hon 

2. Tom Farmer KTM 

3. Terry Roberts KTM 
4. Jonathan Wills KTM 
C 200 

1. Greg Darnell Gas Gas 
2. Luke Durham KTM 
3. Mike Fraser KTM 

4. Darren Atchison Kaw 


C 250 

1. Jeff Queen KTM 

2. Joe Browning KTM 
3. Hugh Moore KTM 

4. Steve Seaborn Kaw 

C Intermediate 

1. Kelly Bauman KTM 

2. Scott Parten KTM 

3. David Wilroy Yam 

4. Tommy Smith Kaw 

C Open 

1. Scott Presnell Hon 

2. Johnny Coggins Hus 
3. Donald Maclaughlin Yam 
4. Duane Tucker Yam 

C Super Senior 

1. Steve Branscomb Yam 
2. William Durham KTM 
3. Ray Uptagraff Kaw 

4. Fisher Campbell Hon 
C Veteran 

1. Jess Conway KTM 

2. John Wilson Hon 

3. John Fisher KTM 

4. Bo Peck KTM 

Grand Master 

1. Richard Smith KTM 
2. Fred Hammond KTM 
3. James Bransford KTM 
Junior 100 

1. Chris Wade Kaw 

2. Dustin Stevens Kaw 
3. Bradley Seales Yam 
4. Kevin Gray Kaw 
Junior Open 

1. Trey Cail Hon 

2. Ross Porter KTM 

3. Emery Robinson Kaw 


4. Andy Street Yam 
Master A 

1. John Kirby Hon 

2. Jim Ford GasGas 

3. Gerald Pearson Kaw 
4. Robert Rockco GasGas 
Master B 

1. Ron Miller Yam 

2. Mike Thompson KTM 
3. Bill Watkins KTM 

4. Joseph Vanseeters 
GasGas 

Senior B 

1. Phillip Doyle Suz 

2. Jerry Castleman Kaw 
3. Bill Digiorgio KTM 

4. Cameron Smith KTM 
Senior C 

1. Johnny Futo KTM 

2. Mike Taylor KTM 

3. James Clontz KTM 

4. John West KTM 
Super Senior A 

1. Robert Neeley KTM 
2. Mike Shank Kaw 

3. Lewis Smith KTM 

4. John Wade KTM 
Super Senior B 

1. Steve Pierce Yam 

2. Gary Bishop Yam 

3. Larry McLellan KTM 
4. Benny Hamby Kaw 
Women 

1. Karen Nelson Kaw 

2. Lisa Schidlmeier ATK 
3. Catherine Walker ATK 





Maia bd 


Boreing and Gravitt matched scores with a five. Knight 
dropped six, Masencup seven. 


caught and burned the check-in by 11 minutes. He is 
mainly a hare scrambles rider, and just made a slip up 
that pretty much ended his day. The section after was 





the longest of the race at 13 miles. Just your basic 
woods, a few hills but nothing tough. Once again 
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pan 
MOTORCYCLE CENTER 


730 Tower Hill Road - U.S. 1 
North Kingstown, RI 02852 
401/295-8837 * 401/88H-ONDA 
FAX 401/294-7381 


= 


YAMAHA 


@ HONDA Husavarna 





24 Trail Rider 


Capital City Enduro 
Class Results 

AA 

1. Allen Gravitt 

2. Tommy Veator 
3. Doug Masencup 
A Open 

4. Mitch McRee 

2. Joey Rowland 
3. David Kuka Jr. 
4. Steve Hardeman 
A 250 

1. Don Baxley 

2. Russel Epley 

3. Ryan Crist 

4. Mike Martin 

A 200 

1. Travis Hayes 

2. Scott Mount 

3. Sonny Morabito 
4. Lee Daley 

“Four Stroke A 

1. Jeff. Harris 

2. Geoff Poole 

3. Kevin Knight 

4. Richard Paxton 
B Open 

1. Forrest Hardeman 
2. Ted Lentz 

3. Ladd Sanders 
4. Mel Smith 

B 250 

1. Trey Wellborn 
2. Steward Baylor 
3. Ivan Hayes 

4. Scott Spittle 








B 200 

1. Michael Cox 

2. Sean Wallace 

3. Steve Lewis 

4. Dusty Tindell 

B 125 

1. Jenni Lamb 

2. Mathew Robert 
Four Stroke B 

1. Philip Sims 

2. Peter Magee 

3. Jimmy Vinson 

4. Jason. Gantt 

C Open 

1. David Harbin 

2. Paul Girard 

3. Scott Presnell 

4. Wayde Walker 

C 250 

1. Brian Poggie 

2. Donnie Thompson 
3. Tony Newman 

4. Ed Ethan 

C 200 

1. Luke Durham 

2. Greg Darnell 

3. Mike Fraser 

4. Robert Ingraham 
C 125 

1. Deborah Broderick 
2. Terry Drew 

3. Perry Knotts 
Four Stroke C 

1. Chris Johnson 
2. Curtis Correly 

3. Duane Wellington 





4. Paul Walker 
Veteran A 

1. Kim Watson 

2. Jonny Simpkins 
3. Maynard Patterson 
4. Frank Erickson 
Veteran B 

1. Steve Kantarjian 
2. Mike Mcleod 

3. Jim Green 

4. Craig Hanger 
Veteran C 

1. John Fisher 

2. Jess Conway 

3. Scott Lee 

4. Bob Peck 
Senior A 

1. Stanley Gant 

2. Frank Schoenbeck 
3. Bob Osborne 

4. Phil Ellis 
Senior B 

1. Phil Doyle 

2. Greg Tindell 

3. Cameron Smith 
4. Kenny King 
Senior C 

1. Jamie Clontz 

2. Thomas McBride 
3. John West 

4. Louis Tafta 
Super Senior A 

1. Dave Kuka Sr. 
2. Mike Shank 

3. Mike Reynolds 
4. Lane Sheppard 


Super Senior B 

1. Rick Shipner 

2. Stuart Bradow 
3. Terry Enyart 

4. Jim Petrosky 
Super Senior C 

1. Gary Bishop 

2. William Durham 
3. John Day 

4. Steve Picos 
Master A 

1. John Kirby 

2. Lloyd Widener 
3. Johnny Thomas 
4. Jim Ford 
Master B 

1. Michael Thompson 
2. Ron Miller 

3. Gates Pelletier 
4. Wayne Meredith 
Master C 

1. Norbert Nall 

2. Kenny Hardee 
3. Jeff Taylor 

4. Buddy Gaillard 
Women 

1. Twilah Sewar 

2. Karen Nelson 
3. Elaine Nobles 
4. Lori Mento 
Grand Master 

1. Richard Argabright 
2. Fred Hammond 
3. Richard Smith 
4. Joe Haley 














Doug Masencamp seems to stay in the top five no 
matter what. He finished third at Cap City, and fourth 
at the Gobbler Getter. 


Point A came out of the Open class, with KTM rider 
Mitch McRee with a 29. It should be noted that Mitch 
is a Senior rider (fast old guy) who out-ran a bunch of 
young guys, he also finished fifth overall. Top B class 
honors went to Frank Davis on a KTM. Frank dropped 
37 points in the 250 B class. Overall C went to Jeff 
Queen, also on a KTM with a score of 27. The Junior 
100 winner, Chris Wade, had a great ride with a 32. 
Wade rode a Kawasaki. The Junior riders stopped at 
the C class cutoff. Trey Cail on a Honda blazed through 
the woods for the victory in the Junior Open. Trey 
dropped 20 points. 

With Gravitt claiming top points for SETRA, this 


As most expected, the tough stuff came at the end and Masencup stayed one point apart as they had Should put him in the top spot in the series by a hand- 
of the race. Twelve miles of hilly, rooty, tight trail. throughout the race, with an 11 and 12 respectfully, ful of points. It's just the halfway point of the SETRA 
Gravitt was just not able to gain time on the young Anything dropped under 35 points was an excep- Series, and there are some tough races coming up 
Gas Gas rider, they tied again with nine points. Knight tional ride, most scores were in the 50’s to 80’s. High fast! * 


WINTERSTUDS.COM 


OFF-ROAD STUDDED TIRES 


FRONTS 
$164.95 


REARS 
$184.95 


www.winterstuds.com 
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1800 SHERIDAN STREET NORTH BRADDOCK PA 15104 
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Product Evaluations : 


New year, new gear 


XCR Jersey 
The XCR jersey isn’t made from your run-of-the- 
mill poly-cotton blend, instead it's cut from a unique 
synthetic material. Billed as “sublimated shimmer- 


Moose XCR World 

Mo XCR gear is their no-holds-barred line of 
competition gear, designed to be the toughest 

and best performing outerwear on the market. 



























Granted, it is more expensive than , cloth” in market- 
the value packed Moose M1 line or speak, it looks plenty 
economy priced offerings from other durable, promising 


greater resistance to 
tearing while bush- 
whacking through the 
thick. Unlike some 
other synthetic mate- 
rials, Moose avers 
that the material 
remains breathable, 
wicking away perspi- 
ration during warm 
+ weather riding and 
avoiding that "plastic 
bag” feel. Even better, 
the sides, underarms 
and upper-inside 
sleeves are construct- 
ed of a ventilated 
mesh material for 


manufacturers. However with XCR $ 
gear you get a pack-load of addition- [R 
al features, setting it apart from less- $ 
er garments. Not unfamiliar with the 
line, we recently tested a set of Y2K ! 
gear and as always, found it to be 
everything that we've come to expect 
from the XCR line. One particular 2 
trait that continues is the tendency 
for XCR gear, especially pants and 
jerseys, to run a bit on the small size. 
If you don't have the opportunity to 
try on this gear before purchasing, 
we'd recommend stepping up to the [im 
next larger size than you usually K 
wear, especially if you're between 
sizes. Here's our rundown on the 
year 2000 Moose XCR wear. 
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"The Old West! NMA does a great job! I highly 
recommend this trip. A bargain! A guaranteed 
good time! Sure I'd do it again, & I'll enthusi- 
astically recommend it to you, right now." 
Paul Clipper, Trail Rider 

"Dne of the most enjoyable vacations I've ever 
had!" Nick Krupa, in Florida Trail Rider 

"A great week! A Motorcycle Adventure and a 
half!" Ed Jolly, Sr. in Cycling East 

"A good ride! I felt like life could not get much 
better, forgot about work completely. A hell of 
a good time, and it's not that expensive. I'll be 
back!" Steve Eversfield in TrailBike (England) 
"Treat yourself to a vacation tour you'll never 
forget. Give Matt Ernst a call for the time of 
your life!" Southeastern Bike News 
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even more airflow. The XCR jersey gets a V-neck col- 
lar, which is also meant to help in rider cooling. 
However, it is cut pretty high, lessening airflow, but 
increasing neck protection from choking vines and 
briars. According to the catalog information we have, 
the XCR jersey is supposed to have sewn-in elbow 
and shoulder padding although the samples that we 
received had none. They did however have an extra 
long tail that'll help the jersey stay tucked in through- 
out our rides. XCR jerseys are made in the USA and 
machine washable in sizes M-3XL. Color schemes 
include red/black, blue/black and grey/black, each 
with a suggested retail price of $55.95. 
XCR Pant 

If you got points for how many different types of 
material could be used in a pair of riding pants, then 
the Moose XCR pant would certainly be at the top of 
the podium. It seems that this pant has a different 
type of material for practically every separate func- 
tion. Leather inner knee protection provides a tough, 
non-slippery surface that improves a rider's grip on 
the tank while resisting wear. In the front of the knee 
there is a Kevlar-based material for abrasion resis- 
tance, capped with a rubber knee pad, protecting this 
high abrasion area from passing trail obstacles and/or 


2000 HUSKYS ARE HERE! 


50 HUSKYS IN STOCK, 
ALL THE TIME 


PARTS FOR OLD BIKES OUR 
SPECIALTY, WE HAVE IT, OR 
WE CAN GET IT FAST! 
MOREL'S IS THE SOURCE FOR 
ALL YOUR HUSKY NEEDS 


MOREL'S HUSQVARNA 
822 E. WASHINGTON STREET 
NORTH ATTLEBORO 
MASSACHUSETTS 02760 
(508)695-2061 


Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri 9—6 
Sat. 9—4 
Closed Sun & Mon 





when kneeling to effect 
trailside adjustments. 
There are a total of 12, 
count ‘em, 12 stretch 
panels incorporated into 
the XCR pant, highlighted Ę$ 
by a radial spandex side 4 


panel that stretches 
across the seat and $% 
thighs. Knee and calf į 


areas have stretchable $ 
materials as well. § 
Speaking of the knee, the RAW 
XCR pant is made with a (2 
bent-knee cut for better fit SN 
(read: less chaffing) while 
in the classical “knees- $ 
bent” riding position. 
Additionally, the knee area s 
has an oversized cut to easily fit over knee/shin 
guards and knee braces. All in all the XCR pant is just 
bristling with high tech features. Our only concern is 
the proliferation of stitching and seams associated 
with all of these sewn-together features. The XCR pant 
is available in waist sizes from 32-46, machine wash- 
able and made in Finland by Sinisalo. Like the match- 
ing jersey, color schemes are red/black, blue/black 
and grey/black. The suggested retail price of Moose’s 
top-of-the-line XCR pant is $169.95. 
XCR Glove 

Not unlike the XCR pant, Moose XCR gloves are 
constructed with a handful of different materials in 
order to optimize hand protection and dexterity. 
There’s the four-way stretch material on back of the 
hand for comfort and improved airflow, compliment- 
ed by a neoprene knuckle panel for flexibility and pro- 
tection. Of course there’s an imitation leather palm for 
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Patrick Timothy 
1999/2000 NETRA 
Grand Champion 


durability, finished with tac-grip rub- 
ber trim on the ends of the index and 
f middle fingers, improving grip on con- 
tea trol levers. The XCR glove is finished 
with Lycra panels between fingers and 
| a Velcro wrist closure. They're avail- 
able in the standard XCR Y2K color 
schemes, in sizes S-2XL for an SRP of 
B $33.95. 
XCR Competition Jacket 
The Moose XCR Competition jacket 
is the best jacket I’ve worn in some 
B time. Like the entire XCR line, this gar- 
ś ment teems with features, not gim- 
, micks, that set it to the front of the 
class. First, it’s a “pull over” style jack- 
EN et, cut with an extra-tough nylon 
s) material in the high abrasion areas of 
Se the shoulders and arms. This is where 
near every jacket we've ever > 
owned eventually wears 
out. The outer fabric is 
coated with a new coating 
that is claimed to be water- 
proof, yet breathable. 
Something we haven't seen 
in a while, there are neo- 
prene linings in the neck 5 
and cuffs which are warm SĘ 
and water resistant. § 
Perhaps the best feature, 
however, is the plethora of EE 
zippered air vents, a full ten je 
of them, that really work. 
Vents in the sleeve, under 
arm, chest, and back all 
serve to allow heat and per- 








e Anti-Bottoming Systems 
Prevents bottoming and 
allows for plusher valvingg“ 
and softer springs. FE 





spiration a means of escape. The unique forearm 
vents were particularly functional, allowing cool air to 
flow into the arms and out through other vents while 
motoring down the trail. Very trick. Of course, even 
with all these vents there will still be times when the 
jacket will no longer be needed. For these occasions, 
the XCR competition jacket includes a belted storage 
bag that stows in the rear pocket, providing easy han- 
dling of your jacket when removed on the trail. XCR 
competition jackets are made in the USA and machine 
washable in sizes M-2XL. Common XCR color 
schemes include red/black, blue/black and grey/black, 
each with an SRP of $169.95. 
Moose M1 Chest Protector 

The Moose M1 chest protector is a fully adjustable, 
suspension type shoulder pad that provides maximum 
comfort and impact protection. Ergonomically shaped 
for better fit, the M1 chest protector also includes a 
is curved biceps-protection panel that offers more 
protection than the competi- 
tion. Made from a high- 
j strength injection molded 
plastic by the king of injec- 
tion molded plastic 
(Acerbis) this is arguably 
the best chest protector on 
the market, boasting full 
coverage and superior pro- 
s tection at a reasonable 
price. The M1 chest protec- 
tor is available in six differ- 
ent color schemes that'll 
match any bike or riding 
gear combo at an SRP of 
$99.95. 


www.ccycle.com e-mail staff@ccycle.com 
12 Davidson Road, Colchester, CT 06415 
800-867-6721 


At C Cycle Suspension, we recommend our sus- 
pension components, modifications and custom 
valving to make your bike perform at its best. 


fax 860-537-8260 


PA 





e High/Low Adjusters 
Allows tor more com 

pression adjustment range 

reducing detiection and 

” improving plushness. 


e Marzocchi 45 and 50 mm Cartridge Kits 

Replaces internal position damper rods with 
speed sensitive cartridge rod valving and compres 
sion and rebound adjustment t to both legs. 
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Acerbis 


Incas Pak 
It's hard to find a 
decent fanny pack % 
these days. It 
seems that too 
many gear compa- | 
nies have relegated 
fanny packs to a 
step-sister status, 
farming out produc- 
tion to off- 
shore/third-world sources, and thus lowering durabil- 
ity and quality into the waste hopper. I've seen too 
many of these fanny packs splitting at the seams in as 
little as one trail ride. The Acerbis Incas Pack might 
well be an exception to this disturbing trend. It's a 
large pack, with enough room for tools and supplies 
needed for any adventure trail ride or excursion into 
the hinterland. Its made from a tough, durable, heavy 
duty Cordura nylon material that won't easily be 
defeated. It's biggest claims however are the twenty 
storage compartments that'll hold just 
about everything except the kitchen sink. / 
If you're into big fanny packs, then this 
bag is your Mecca. First, there's an inte- 
gral internal tool wrap that keeps tools 
from rattling around and wearing holes : 
into the pack from the inside out. Theres £ 
a couple of internal individually zippered 
pouches for small parts and paperwork, 
and separate, belt-mounted compart- 
ments for a water bottle and premix oil 
bottle. Both bottles are included as well. ¢ 
All in all, the Incas pack has enough room £ 
for all of our essentials (and potentially % 


WatchDog Enduro Computer 
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- CNC machined from billet aluminum 

- Easy data entry and edit 

- Program verification. ..enter a mileage, 
get back a calculated time 

- Countdown to race stars when you 
enter your minute and the keytime, 


- Race recovery lets you advance to any 
keytime and mileage in race 

- AMA and Brand-X rules 

- Power-on battery check, Low power, 
batteries typically last all season 

- Auto display in race mode minimizes 
button pushing 

- Odometer / speedometer display for 
ralleys and dual sport 

- Aluminum thumbswitch w/ snap action 
buttons 
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- Mounts easily to handlebar 
clamps w/ brackets provided 

- Large easy to read display 

- Rugged sensor cable w/ 
small rare earth magnet 


- Comprehensive manual 
always know how much time you have _ Compact, 1.8x4.7x0.8" 


DUGAS ENGINEERING 
508.337.3132 
email WatchDog2K@ad.com 
Visit our website at 
DugasEngineering.com 


$269.99 


VISA MC AMEX DISCOVER 





six cans of our favorite trail riding bever- 
age to boot). For an SRP of $75.00, you 
can’t beat it. 


' MS Racing World 


Tour Boot 

The World Tour mode boot is MS 
Racing's entry level off-road riding boot. It 
is constructed of a soft split grain Italian 
leather that is somewhat on the thin side at 
3mm thick. Although it doesn't offer as 
much protection as thicker, top-grain con- 
structed footwear, it is certainly sufficient for begin- 
ners or casual trail riders, or those on a limited bud- 
get. As a result of this construction, the World Tour 
boot breaks-in nearly as easily as a set of sneakers. 
Providing the lion's share of foot protection are tough 
injection molded plastic panels found in all 
impact/high wear zones such as the shin, inner ankle 
and instep. Additionally, there is an internal calf pro- 
tection plate and supplementary padding sewn inside 
the boot, and a steel toe cap out front. The WT boot 
employs a preferred four- 
buckle closure design 
that uses sturdy plastic 
buckles and straps that 
are easily adjustable. 
Finally, there is a nylon 
gaiter cuff at top of the 
* boot to keep out dirt and 
debris. Sizing seems 
accurate, and at a sug- 
gested retail price of just 
under 150 clams, the WT 
boot isn't a bad choice for 
riders who want to step 
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Bradford, PA 


Bottone’s Jo-Bet Cycles 


Serving Northwestern PA, Western NY, and Northern Ohio 


SALES e 


146 Chestnut St. 


up to a true riding boot, without needing the maxi- 
mum protection afforded by top level competition 
footwear. 


Crain Quick Pins 

You want to know where these were invented? 
Manufacturer David Crain, of CAM Technologies in 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama, was riding in the horribly 
muddy Holland ISDE a few years back, and was sitting 
buried in a Dutch mudhole thinking, “How am | going 
to change these brake pads? | can’t even see them...” 
Right there he determined to build some hex-head 
caliper pins when he got back, and here they are. 
Crain distributes them through Moose and Works 





Enduro Rider (they say they always have them in 
stock), and they’re available in steel and titanium (tita- 
nium at the top in the photo). You pick up the titanium 
ones and you'll just about throw them over your 
shoulder they’re so light, easily half the weight of the 
steel ones, and they may wear better as well. Either 
way, you get a caliper pin that you can spin out real 
quick with an 8mm wrench. Just remember to put a 
dab of Never-Seize on the threads to keep them from 
binding (same thing on the stock pins). Get them from 
WER or Moose, or call David at (800)243-4226 and 
tell him Clipper gave you his number. # 
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Husqvarna KusABER(T ATK 


PARTS 8 SERVICE 





(814)368-9944 


GREENBRIER NATIONAL ENDURO 


April 9, 2000 8:00 A.M. 
Entry Fee $40, ECEA members $35 e Drawing March 21, 2000 


Rider Roster, Information and Results on the Internet at 
http://www.teamhammer.or3 
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Rider Requirements: 

e All riders MUST be 18 years of age and hold a valid motorcycle drivers license. 

e Riders must wear eye protection throughout the whole enduro. 

e All bikes must have a valid motorcycle registration, liability insurance, and a USFS approved spark arrestor. 
Course Information: 

* A gas truck will be provided for two gas stops. Riders will need two cans. 

Note to Pit Crews: There is no fuel available in the immediate area of the enduro. Get fuel before you get to the event. 

e There will be a pre-course inspection and a secret inspection during the enduro. Riders must carry drivers license, registra- 
tion, and insurance cards and present them at both inspection points. 

e Prizes include Acerbis jersies, pants, gloves, jackets and chest protectors to B and C top finishers. 

Directions: 

The enduro will be held in Belleplain, NJ, on Route 550, near the town of Woodbine. Follow arrows to the Belleplain Fire Dept, 
and the start and camping area. 

From the South: l-95 to Delaware Memorial Bridge, to Route 40 east, to 55 south. Follow arrows from exit 24. 

From the North: Garden State Parkway to exit 17, follow arrows. 

From the West: Philadelphia Schuykill Expressway to Walt Whitman Bridge, to Route 42 east to 55 south, to exit 24. 

Area Lodging: 

e Camping is available in the starting area Friday and Saturday nights. 

e Family camping and cabins are available in the Belleplain State Forest (no hookups), (656)861-0628. 

© Econo-Lodge, Marmora NJ (609)390-3366; Millville Motor Inn, Millville NJ (@56)327-3300 


Send entries to: Tri-County Sportsmen M.C. e P.O. Box 146 e Port Elizabeth, NJ 08348 
For information call: (856)785-2754, (856)861-1363, (856)447-5090 


ABSOLUTELY NO PHONE ENTRIES! NO EXCEPTIONS! DON’T ASK! 


® 


SANCTIONED 


Release and Waiver of Liability and Indemnity Agreement 


PLEASE READ AND SIGN THIS RELEASE! 








l I 
I I 
I 
AMA No Expires: =  —ć 7 | hereby give up all rights to sue or make any claim whatsoever against the American Motorcyclist ! 
: Association and its district organizations. the sponsoring club of this event, the promoters, sponsors and l 
i Name Age all other persons, participants or organizations conducting or connected with this event, for any injury to 1 
I SS O REE* So ROS property or person | may suffer. including crippling injury or death, whether such injury arises while lam I 
l Address preparing for or participating in the event. or while | am on the event premises. l 
! a niew U gi to myself and my property while participating in the event and while upon 
V remi relying on my own t bility. . 
i City State by agree to reimburse all costs to those BONES ofątzanino coached wih tia a a i 
I ages incurred as a result of my negligence l 
ı Zip Signature | 
I Phone (area code) | 
I 
| ECEA No. : ee I 
I Racing Association: r 
' AMA Club Name: 
hay i f Number: l 
iBike Make: —— ———————  — Displacement: i 
I 
I l Local Club Name: I 
1 Check skill level and class below: . i 
I Birth Date: 
I OAA CJA COB DC i 
5 d Ą l 
I O Senior (40+) A-B C Super Senior (50+) A-B In Case of Emergency, contact: I 
I C Four Stroke A-B-C C Women N a | 
I R I 
C Veteran (30+) A-B-C [ Masters (60+) Sorry, No Riders Under 18 I 
I I 
I + + + 
Send entries to: Tri-County Sportsmen M.C. e P.O. Box 146 e Port Elizabeth, NJ 08348 I 
hi EEE MT a a en RTR NN ee eee ep mde eee eet l 
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Fun riding in West Virginia and New York state 


Blackwater 200 Dual 
Sport: It’s Never What 


You Think! 
Round 8 of 21, Davis, WV 7/17-18, 1999 
g7 the revival of the Blackwater 200 Dual Sport 
in 1997 (it was absent from the schedule in 1995 
and 1996 due to the loss of private lands over which 
it had been routed), things have been routine. Each 
year, just before the start of the ride, the Sierra Club 
would file a lawsuit against the U.S. Forest Service for 
allowing the event. The Forest Service and Racer 
Productions would have to go the courthouse on the 
Friday before the event and fight for the privilege of 
conducting a dual sport ride on public roads. 

This year, though, things were different. To the sur- 
prise of Racer Production’s Carrie Jo Coombs- 
Russell, there was no last minute filing by the Sierra 
Club. Just when most of us thought the coast was 
clear, a Sierra Club official was spotted photographing 
riders at the start near where a rope had been strung 
across the course. Coincidence? You decide. The 
state and federal officials “observing” us spotted the 
danger and prevented a near-catastrophe for pre-rider 
Jeff Russell. The last thing Jeff needs is another 
injury. Lately, he’s had too much help in that depart- 
ment. Other than that uncomfortable situation at the 
start of the weekend, the event went as planned with 
over 100 riders and passengers enjoying the back 
roads of wild, wonderful West Virginia. 

Advertised as the least challenging event on the 
Cycle News Appalachian Dual Sport Tour, Carrie Jo 
has fashioned the Blackwater Dual Sport into an event 
attractive to beginning dual sporters. From the 
numerous women and two-up riders (15) seen at the 
event, Carrie Jo seems to have accomplished her 
goal. 

This year’s route incorporated some new dirt roads 
between Davis and Blackwater Lodge (headquarters 
for the event) that kept the blacktop to a minimum. 
Remaining the same were the river crossing at the 
end of the first day and the usual- z 
ly scenic lunchtime overlook at 
Bickle Knob. Before the weekend, 
heat and dust were major con- 
cerns for all the riders, but they 
neednt have worried. For the 
second consecutive year, a Friday 
night thunderstorm dampened 
roads, cooled the air, and flooded 
tents. The next day we realized it 
was too much of a good thing 
when a broiling sun reappeared 
and created a haze so thick it 
hung in the air like fog. 

At the start of the event, it took 
some time and a few miles to find 
an open slot in the crowd of rid- 
ers. Lunch was halfway in, at 60 
miles, but it seemed farther due 
to the number of riders on the 
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Lunch stop break, somewhere high in the hills. 


trial. The nicest section here 
was through the cool and still 
damp Fernow Experimental 
Forest. 

Things thinned out after FĘ 
lunch, and the afternoon sec- ESSEŻ 
tion went by quickly on fast Ę 
and wide forest roads. Despite 
the reduced water level (12 £ 
inches instead of 18), riders | 
were dumping their rides and = 
themselves into the river 
because the slippery rocks 
offered no footing. Bigger < 
seemed better at the river © 
crossing, as a rider on a BMW * 
F650 (444 pounds worth) 
came across unscathed. The 
riders spectating at the far side * 
looked like they were expecting 
to see a drowning, but being 
good sportsmen they cheered 
the BMW rider’s success. 

At the rider’s meeting on Saturday morning, Jeff 
Russell invited anyone with a sense of adventure 
(and, later we found out, humor) to join him on a walk 
through a nearby cave. Sounding just like his now- 
departed father-in-law Dave Coombs, Jeff promised a 
short, leisurely hike through ankle deep water. Ten of 
us learned how much of a prankster Jeff really is after 
we slogged for two hours through a mile-long black 
hole filled with calf-deep mud and chest-deep water. 
Panic may have ensued, but we had to keep a calm 
face in front of the children. 

On Sunday morning, Carrie Jo handed out sports- 
man awards and some nice prizes from Dunlop, KTM, 
and Answer. Sunday was a short, 88-mile day, with a 
late lunch back at the lodge. The route took you north- 
west of Davis, over Limestone Mountain, and back to 
Big Run Overlook. It was finished by early afternoon. 

Despite the Blackwater’s demotion from an event 
notorious for its challenging and sometimes impossi- 










Parked at an overlook in New York. They have some of the best vistas in the 
east on the Ithaca Dirt Riders’ dual sport ride. 
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The Blackwater Dual Sport's famous river crossing. 
It isn't that deep, but those rocks are slippery! 


ble terrain, to a scenic tour through the West Virginia 
countryside, it's still an event worth attending. The 
relaxed pace of the ride allows a good look at the 
remote communities, tiny mountaintop churches, and 
family homesteads populating this part of West 
Virginia. Most of the "plain folk” still living in the cab- 
ins along the trail will give you a hearty wave as you 
pass and remind you how most Americans lived less 
than a century ago. These are sights you'll only view 
from the seat of a dual sport motorcycle, and Carrie 
Jo is doing her best to ensure new dual sport riders 
will continue to have the privilege to see them. 


DON'T LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOU 
Blackwater, it’s one of the most revered names in 
off-road riding. A decade and a half ago, with more 
than a little help from legendary promoter Dave 
Coombs, the Blackwater 100 became known as the 
toughest race in America. This reputation put 
Dave's Racer Productions and his fledging GNCC 
series on the map. Today, the GNCC title is the 
most coveted off-road crown in America. 

Sadly, Dave is no longer with us and neither is the 
Blackwater 100. It was ended in 1992 as a result of 
claims made by environmental groups. In its place is 
a kinder, gentler event called the Blackwater 200 
Dual Sport. In the Blackwater Dual Sport, entrants’ 
registered motorcycles pass a USFS inspection 
and participate under the watchful eye of West 
Virginia park officials. Routed on public dirt roads, 
the present Blackwater would seem to be an unas- 
sailable event, but things are never what you think. 
Since 1994, Racer Productions has waged a battle 
with the Sierra Club over the permitting of this 
event. The Sierra Club claimed the Forest Service 
shouldn't allow motorized use of roads that sur- 
rounded federal wilderness areas, despite those 
roads being designated “open” for motorized use by 
the public. The basis for their argument was the 
noise, dust, and traffic along the open public roads 
would degrade the outdoor experience of adjacent 
wilderness area users. Thankfully, the courts have 
sided with the Forest Service and Racer 
Productions, otherwise the Blackwater name would 
no longer grace an American motorcycle event. 
Blackwater 200 Dual Sport trail boss Jeff Russell 
expressed the sentiments of many riders when he 
said, “It burns me up that we have to go through 
the permitting process to hold an event on public 
roads. Itd be different if we were in some restricted 
area and needed a special permit, but these (the 
dual sport routes) are (on) public throughways.” 
Yeah, Jeff, we don’t understand it either. 

Don't let special-interest groups ban your next 
event. Support your sport by being active in your 
local club and joining a rider's advocacy group like 
the Blue Ribbon Coalition (208-233-6570 or 
www.sharetrails.org), or the American Motorcyclist 
Association (800-AMA-JOIN or www.ama- 
cycle.org) and its Government Relations 
Department. 


Speedsville 200 Dual 


Sport: One Hot Ride! 
Round 10 of 21, Berkshire, NY 7/31-8/1/99 
©: a day when it was still 95 degrees Fahrenheit 
at 4:30 p.m., Ithaca Dirt Riders (IDR) held their 
first two-day national dual sport since 1994. Mr. IDR, 
Glenn “Moto” Purcell, relied on his 25-year associa- 
tion with IDR to lay out what is probably the best dual 
sport weekend any dirt donk could wish for. 

The scenery was nice, but not spectacular. The rider 
numbers (107) were good, but not great. The facilities 
were okay, but not luxurious. What made it so good? 
The trails. At a time when land closures have reduced 
some dual sports to two days of sightseeing, IDR laid 
out a 105-mile first day ride, 80 percent of which was 
single-track woods trail. 

The extreme drought in the East contributed to 
some dusty conditions, but made for perfect traction 
in even the wettest parts of the route. For miles and 
miles, sections of steep hillclimbs, rocky streambeds, 
and tight “one-bar-end-at-a-time” woods were inter- 
spersed with short sections of two-lane road. The 
toughest parts of the trail were nothing a bit of throt- 
tle couldn’t cure. 


518-792-9260 
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Pottsville, PA 
See us on the Web: www.mattocycle.com 
Orders: (800)923-1717 * Tech Line: (570)429-0678 
Fax Line: (570)429-0141 
E-Mail: of froad@pottsville.infi.net 


GP RACING 


SUSPENSION SPECIALTIES & ENGINEERING 


WORKS FORK & SHOCK PISTONS 
> HARD ANIDIZING W/TEFLON COATINGS 
WORKS BOTTOMING CONTROL SYSTEMS 


SPRINGS-SHOCK SHAFTS-SEAL HEADS 
CUSTOM REVALVING, REBUILDS 
22 Hudson Falls Rd South Glens Falls, NY 12803 


100% Money Back Guarantee 
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Some of IDR's infamous slate/shale enduro terrain. 
Good riding, but the rocks are slippery! 


The ride was memorable because the dual sport 
route employed much of the enduro trail and hare 
scrambles track this 50-member club maintains for 
their other two big events of the year. They even threw 
in a section of motocross course, compliments of one 
member's private practice area. One of the most tech- 
nical parts was criss-crossing a steep, mile-long hill- 
side on a narrow off-camber trail. The character of the 
route was constantly changing, which kept the ride 
interesting. You never got tired of or had too much of 
any one section. 

Just after lunch on the first day, two sections of 
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DIRT is THE WORD 
AND FREEDOM Is 


THE PLACE FoR DIRT! 


FREEDOM SUZUKI-YAMAHA 
105 MANCHESTER ST. 
CONCORD,NH 03301 


(603)225-2779 


New Hampshires only KTM dealer 
Supporting MVTR and NETRA 
For over 20 years! 
www. Freedomcyctenh.com 


Freedom Cycle Concord NH 603-225-2779 





“easy” trail were followed by a “challenging,” a “diffi- 
cult,” and another “challenging” section. More than a 
few riders were seen cutting the course after those 
back-to-back arm-cramping sections. Just for laughs, 
IDR put a “super hero” section in right at the end. | 
didn’t see many tracks going that way, including mine. 
For the masochists, IDR laid out an additional 13 
miles of what they called “easy” trail that could be run 
after the end of the regular route. | don’t know where 
IDR got their trail classifications, but after 105 miles 
of 90-degree heat, the only thing that’s “easy” for me 
is riding down a paved road. 

IDR does a great job of laying out a course, but 
they’ve had their setbacks. Last year, after completing 
the New York Department of Environmental 


Conservation’s permitting process, they were denied 
access to trails on public lands they had cut, main- 








SS Z ee TĄ on: 
You can't fight the inevitable slip-up. Just pick it up, 
wipe it down, and get going again, wet boots and all. 








tained, and used for the past 25 years. These were the 
same trails they used for their events. This would have 
been the end of lesser clubs, but IDR gathered friends, 
relatives, and sympathetic supporters to form a patch- 
work of private lands where their events are now held. 
To give you an idea of how hard they worked to piece 
it together, the first day’s rollchart was over 7 feet 
long! 

Those riders who opted to stay for the second day 
(less than half) rode mostly paved and fire roads. 
Some of us welcomed the break after Saturday's ride. 
On Saturday night, a thunderstorm cooled things 
down to bearable temperatures, but made for a few 
nasty surprises. The now-muddy trail sections packed 
the treads of even the most aggressive knobby tires, 
and the wide-but-shallow mud holes along the entire 
five mile length of Hammond Hill Road took some of 
the fun out of the ride. 

Former IDR member and present GNCC campaigner 
Steve Hatch hosted the Sunday morning rider’s meet- 
ing. He was in town for GNCC defending champ 
Rodney Smith's wedding. When asked if he'd be rid- 
ing today, Steve said he'd pass, as he already had inti- 
mate knowledge of every tree along the trail and did- 
n't want to get re-acquainted. 

IDR held the event at the Berkshire Fire Department, 
which provided primitive camping, breakfast both 
days, and dinner Saturday night. It was nice not hav- 
ing to leave the grounds if you didn't want to, since 
there wasn't a restaurant, motel, or tavern within ten 
miles of Berkshire. The trail was well-arrowed and 
nicely charted, and IDR gave out some nice door 
prizes from IRC, Bell, Progressive Suspension and 
local motorcycle dealers. If, like myself, your body 
can't take the pounding of the enduro circuit anymore, 
IDR's dual sport is the next best thing. # 
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“Yes Mr. 
Jones, I’ll give 
you your Trail 
Rider just as 
soon as Pm 
done with 
your spongé 
bath.” | 


“We have lots of 
enduro and hare 
scrambles riders 
in the hospital all 
the time, and 
they’re so funny! 
You’d think they 
would lay back 
and watch the TV, 
and forget about 
that silly dirt bike 
riding, but all they 
want is Trail Rider 
magazine. 
Keeping a stack of 
Trail Riders on 
hand is the only 
way I can get 
anything done on 
my rounds!” 





Yes! Send me a year’s worth of Trail Rider to keep me in stitches! 
I'm enclosing $18 in U.S. funds! 


This is anew sub O This is a renewal O 
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Subscription price is $18 per year in continental U.S. Canadian subscriptions are $30 U.S., 
please remit as Postal Money Order or cashier’s check drawn on U.S. funds. Sorry, due to unreliable mail service, 
we no longer offer overseas subscriptions. No credit cards. Mail this form to: 


Trail Rider Magazine * P.O. Box 2038 e Medford, NJ 08055 “Approved by the AMA” 
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CHRIS SMITHS XR25 


If you could build your own bike.... 


f you had the skill plus all the tools handy, would 

you build your own bike? Could you? Some people 
can and do, and Chris Smith is a prime example of 
someone with all the tools, skill and expert help avail- 
able. Chris’ experience in racing the Honda XR250 in 
ISDE competition convinced him that in order to do 
better in that class, he’d have to build a better bike. 
"You're limited to 250cc in that class, and | don't care 
what you do to the XR, in order to keep it reliable 
you're not going to get much more horsepower out of 
it,” Smith told us. “What we could do to the XR 
motor, in that class, everyone did, so the end result 
was a final moto starting line of 20 XR250s, none of 
them with any horsepower. At least no more horse- 
power than the guy next to you.” 

The key to success, Chris reasoned, was doing 
everything he could to the chassis and suspension to 
make the bike handle better and to get the weight 
down. Again, though, anything you could do to the 
stock chassis is going to be done a everyone else in 
the class. The idea started p 
churning through Smith's brain 
in mid-1998. 

"| started thinking about it 
when I was getting prepared for 
the Australian Six Days. | want- 
ed to do it because | really 
enjoyed riding the 250 four- 
stroke class, and | wanted to 
build something more compet- 
itive. All the bikes available in 
that class are a non-competi- 
tive design, stock, and | wanted 
something more on par with a 
good race bike.” 

What to use for a donor bike 
was the next question. In the 
beginning of that class in the 
Six Days, the size limit pretty 
much put you on an XR250. 
Now we have Yamaha’s TTR 
250 also possible for that class, 
as well as the KLX250, and 
rumors of a new Gas Gas 250 
four-stroke coming soon, and 
possible others. But when Chris started in this class 
the most bulletproof ride available was still the tried 
and true XR250, so that’s where his donor bike came 
from. 

“| did this project on an XR because | already 
owned one, plain and simple,” said Chris. “The XR is 
a good motor, it’s dependable and everything, but 
once you're really familiar with it you just want more; 
at least | do. | am interested in the Yamaha TTR, how- 
ever, since | rode the Trail Rider test bike. It has real- 
ly good power, and | think | could turn it into some- 
thing really nice. The XR is a good motor, though, it’s 
only downfall is its chassis, so that’s what | focused 
on.” 

So with an armload of chromoly tubing and full 
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Most guys ask, “Hey, did you build that tank yourself?” and then they 
look closer, and ask what kind of bike it is. The whole this is home made! 


by Paul Clipper 


tanks of welding gas, Chris and his brother 
Drew sat down to design a better XR. Drew has 
tons of experience to draw from, starting back Aa 
in the '70s when he and Mike Rosso did the 
major development work on the ground-break- 
ing Suzuki PE line (right here in South Jersey, | & 
might add). Drew has had his hand in develop- 

ment of a lot of machines along the way, g 
including the Suzuki DR series back in 1990, 
and most recently Suzuki's DRZ four strokes. § 
The most famous Drew Smith story is the time gage 
he flew into the West Coast to ride a Qualifier 
and was given a stock PE to race. He immedi- 
ately asked for a hacksaw and a set of torches. 
With the hacksaw he made a couple of expert 
cuts in the PE’s frame backbone, and then 
rolled the bike up to the wall and slammed the Ę 
front wheel against it hard, until he'd managed $ 
to bend the whole steering head back a couple 
degrees. Satisfied with the new steering head 







































Knocking off his petcock kept Chris Smith from a 
decent result at Delaware, but his XR worked well. 


“Once we had a frame together, we started adjust- 
ing it to work better. We cut the steering head off a 
couple of times and relocated it, moved the footpegs 
around two or three times, and I don't know how 
many times we relocated the shock linkage mounts. 
The frame was all our design, but to save time and 
money we decided to use the forks and triple clamps 
off a CR125, as well as the swingarm, so we built it 
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angle, he welded the backbone up and started 
loading up to go to the race, while stunned Suzuki 
engineers stood by with their mouths hanging 
open. “It was the only way to make those bikes 
turn,” he tells us. 

If you’re going to build a frame from scratch, 
that’s the kind of experience you want standing 
by. Chris is a top-notch welder, and before long 
they had a workable chassis to play with. “I 
worked on it constantly for a couple of months. 
Basically, | made this first one to see if | could do 
it. The next one will be easier. 


The professor at work in the laboratory. “We cut 
the frame up at least a dozen times,” he says. 


around those components, and 
the engine.” 

The first design worked, but Ę 
wasn't the best they could do. “I g 
knew it wasn’t going to be per- 
fect on the first shot. As it 
turned out, using the stock 
CR125 swingarm wasn’t the 
right idea, it was too long. | 
stuck with it, because | didn’t 
have the desire to try to build my 
own swingarm. | will for the next 
one, though. When you ride the 
bike you can feel it; the back is 
too long. It affects the traction 
you can get.” 

The rest of the frame was 
made from 4043 chromoly steel. 
“That’s what they had on clear- 
ance at Home Depot,” Chris told 
us. “No, really, | got the tubing 
from a supplier who sells tubing 
and stock to builders of ultralight aircraft and stuff. 
The fuel tank and airbox were made out of sheet alu- 
minum, after | mocked them up with cardboard.” 

Did they do anything to the XR engine to get more 
power out of it? “Just very basic things to the XR 
engine. | modified the clutch to make it more bullet- 
proof, lightened the flywheel, made my own muffler, 
and made a nice, big airbox so it could breathe. The 
airbox helped a lot; the main problem with stock XRs 
is they can’t get enough air with the stock box and 
boot.. Everything else was stock, piston, everything. 
| figure | don’t want to know what I'm missing. If | 
have to ride this bike in the Qualifiers as a 250, | don’t 
even want to know what a 280 feels like!” 
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A tire for everyone and every need. Increase your riding season. Custom studded tires 
in a variety of treads, studs and drill patterns. Light snow to deep snow, these car- 
bide-tipped winter tires will keep you moving forward. Available at your Dealer! 

14, 17, 18, 19 & 21” sizes. Priced from $149 to $195 each. 


GET ŁY 
TFT CE. 


P.O. Box 861 » Wilbraham, MA 01095 


800-628-4040 





The tank is done, most of the plastic is mounted, almost ready to go. “I was 
itching to ride it when it got to this point,” says Smith. 


When they were finished, they had an XR in a stiffer, 
stronger chassis, with good suspension and a pretty 
good weight loss. “The XR engine is heavy, really 
heavy, but by building the chassis we really pared a 
few pounds off the bike. | never weighed it without 
oil, but with it all ready to go and oil in the frame, and 
no gas in the tank, the finished bike weighed 232 
pounds, which | think is pretty good.” Honda claims 
a stock dry weight on the XR of 240 pounds, which 
we know by experience is fairly optimistic. "| think my 
stock bike weighed in at about 250, but | can’t 
remember for sure. At any rate, we cut some weight 
off the bike, you can feel it.” 

With the talking finished, we finally got a chance to 


NEW STUDS IN TOWN 


“How do they work? In a word, great! Conditions at the time 
were 15 to 20 degrees, four to six inches of snow, and frozen 
puddles everywhere. The Cheng Shins were sure-footed and confi- 
dence inspiring everywhere on the course. We’ve ridden Friction 

Spikes quite a bit, and could seriously tell no difference between 
them and the cheaper tires.... Overall, what did we think? These 

tires are winners! Now you can get a new set of studs at a bud- 
get price, and know that the quality is right up there with the 
high-priced spread.” -Bossman, Trail Rider Magazine, June 1995. 





throw a leg over Chris’ aluminum tanked XR and 
take it for a ride in the piney woods. Right away, you 
can feel a more businesslike attitude from this 


„| XR—it’s no stocker. The bike feels lower and lean- 


er, and definitely a little longer. Where the stock XR 
likes to go slow, turning in the tight stuff, Chris's XR 
felt longer and slower in the woods, more reluctant 
to turn in the tight trees. Once out in the open, 
though, the bike howled along beautifully. Unlike a 


stocker, which tends to get twitchy and “loose” feel- 
h ing at high speed in the rough, Chris’ XR just hun- 


kered down and slammed through everything; a 
very confidence-inspiring ride. And considering that 
the bike was built for the higher speeds of Qualifier 
and Six Days riding, we figure it turned out just 
about perfect. 

“It took a few tries to get it to feel like that, believe 
me,” he laughed when we complimented him on the 
handling. “We cut that thing up a few times before 
we figured out what we were doing!” 

And what's going to happen next with the product 
of so much effort? "I'm not going to race this bike 
again, this one’s going to hang on the wall. We 
learned a lot with this bike, enough to do it again and 
better the next time. For example, this time I’m going 
to build my own swingarm, and do it right.” 

When will we see the next one? “I think I'm going 
to start building it within the next month or so. It 
could be an XR motor again, or if | can get hold of one 
of those TTR250 motors | might try that. Of course, 
if the Qualifier series is a bust this year, with only two 
races or something on the schedule, we might use a 
400 motor or something, just to try something differ- 
ent. You've got to keep the interest level up, you 
know?” ®t 
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Vacant Lot World Championships 








Call me Ignatius. 

ad the World Championship race the other day. 

We had riders from as far away as New 
Winchester and Crawfordsville. My brother “The 
Professor” was there. Franco Acerbis himself gave 
him that nickname. Super Dave Conti was there, he 
is famous for stunts like playing chicken with run 
away lumber trucks. Kevin the Meteor was there, he 
burns up upon reaching earth’s atmosphere. Troy of 
Calculus, Dave Guy, who doesn’t need a nick name 
because Dave Guy is his real name. Hiss Boo on his 
250 KTM, and Dave “The Subversive One” Owen on 
his XR 250. Shaft, Skippy and Shimmy are three 
names | had better not expose in a family-rated mag- 
azine. Junk Yard, Wrecking Ball, Lab Rat, Pencil, 
Sloth, Lightning, Whistle and Trigger, whose names 
are interchangeable. See, all the really big names 
were there. 

Now I'm not about to divulge the location of our 
World Championship for a couple of reasons. First, 
we are riding on some one else’s private land and we 
don’t want every body in town riding there. Second, 


The trophy is the ride, really 


if word got out faster riders may show up, and | can’t 
afford that. 

We had all the makings for a great race, but here in 
Indiana there are no public riding places so we had 
to find our riding in the White River flood plain. 
Land-locked below the highway and above the river, 
behind the shopping center, and we consider our- 
selves lucky. Sad but true, we are thankful for hav- 
ing access to this 40 acre field. 

Over time we have laid out a course that best uti- 
lizes the garbage pile section, the swamp section, the 
big flat area, and the prestigious section along the 
highway where traffic can see you doing your best 
Carlsbad. 

The best part of our track is that there are hardly 
any jumps, and certainly nothing made by a bulldoz- 
er. Our track is totally made out of turns and the few 
undulations left by the glaciers. We have wide open 
turns, medium turns, and a set of seven tight hairpin 
turns around thorn trees. Right hand, left hand, and 
every combination thereof. The track is not rough so 
all the bikes are about even no matter what their age. 


THE HOME-BOY GP 


by Charlie Williams 


Our track is a lesson in turning and getting the power 
to the ground, and of course a test of physical 
endurance. We have built a track reminiscent of what 
| remember a motocross track was when | was a kid. 

We have so much fun. Some of that may be evident 
in everybody having nicknames. We have special 
rules designed to keep the pack riding together. Like 
if you're in last place and don't care anymore you can 
cut the track and get back in the lead and still be in 
contention for the grand prize. This way the faster 
riders always have someone to pass and the slower 
guys get to hang up front and possibly learn a few 
things. We have rules that allow you to fall down, 
quit, take a short rest, miss a couple of laps and you 
can jump in whenever you want and still be in con- 
tention for the gold medal! We have nicknames for 
these rules, too; like “club member perogitive” and 
“wag-an-ear.” 

You have probably guessed these were not the real 
World Championships. Just a bunch of over the 
hillers, having some fun. We sit around recuperating 
more than we do riding. We are out of breath from 


Cylinders bored while you wait 
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laughing, not riding. We have the greatest races 
together. Usually there are three or four riders actu- 
ally contending for the front spots, but with that 
crazy “wag-an-ear” rule the slow guys keep jumping 
in front so the leaders are always battling with lap- 
pers and each other! Great fun. Remember, some of 
the turns are 100 feet wide and all 10 of us can be in 
it at the same time. It’s like perpetual first turn. 

We race off and on all afternoon, then as the grand 
finale we have a five lap race that lasts over 45 min- 
utes. Not only are we having fun, we finish up with 
a 45 minute moto! So we are all getting plenty of 
exercise, yippee! 

The message here is especially to the new wave of 
riders in the sport. Are you burnt out? Maybe you are 
not really burnt out on motorcycles, but rather the 
game you are playing. If you are tired of sitting 


around with your pants open and the power washer 
spraying mud all over the motorhome, choking off 
the generator which in turn cuts off the air condi- 
tioning and your wife and mother in law are hot and 
angry because the VCR and the satellite won't work 
and you still have three hours 'til your next 15 minute 
moto. If you are tired of getting up at 4:30 on your 
best day off to drive halfway across the state to ride 
your $6000 dollar motorcycle 6 miles, well stop 
that, don't stop riding. Find a new sport you can play 
on your bike. Move up to the next level of competi- 
tion. Moto leads to hare scrambles which lead to 
enduro which in turn leads to Qualifier events which 
lead to World Enduro then Six Days then rally racing. 

But for right now just go play riding with your 
friends and have fun. Remember that was what you 
were looking for when you started riding. Fun. Get 


From the company who brought you the 
finest steering stabilizer in the world... 


back to the roots. Fun. Sure | still enjoy racing, but 
| play ride more than ever. Why? Because it is the 
most fun. So when | do go racing | am fresh and 
excited and not burnt out and hating it. Go riding, 
have fun. If that doesn’t renew your interest, get 
slower friends. t 


Author's Note: Since this was written our secret 
riding spot has been closed, taken over by a pack of 
mountain bikers. Just in case you thought you had 
some friends on two wheeled pedal bikes. They 
chased us out because we were wrecking their 
trails—the trails we cut and maintained ourselves. 
It’s a sad thing, but we didn’t quit. We went out and 
found another place to ride, and this place is better. 
It doesn't have all the nails all over the trails, like that 
other place had. 


CNC machined 6160 Billet Aircraft Aluminum for increased strength, clamping surface and reduction of fork flex. 


Comes complete with the SCOTTS Stabilizer Barclamp and reversible lower perches allowing variable bar positions. 
Special “Titanium” color anodizing to match the Scotts Steering Stabilizer Handlebar Clamp. 


Available for Honda, Kawasaki, Suzuki, Yamaha, KTM, Gas Gas and Husqvarna. 


Also sold as a complete kit which includes the SCOTTS Crown, a SCOTTS Steering Stabilizer, ProTaper handlebars, 
handlebar clamp and frame bracket, for only $599.00! (This option saves you $140.00 over the individual prices!) 


Order Online at our Web site: 
http:://www.scottsperformance.com 
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Splitting 


Engine Cases 
f you're going to keep a bike 
for more than a couple of 

years (or sooner if it's raced hard), then 

you're eventually going to have to bite the bullet 

and do a bottom-end rebuild. The primary objective 
of bottom end rebuilding is to refurbish the crank- 
shaft. For most motors, crank rebuilding entails buy- 
ing a rod kit, which includes a new connecting rod 
(yes, it must be replaced), the rod big end bearing, a 
new crank pin and the washers/spacers that go on the 
crank pin between the rod end and crankshaft halves. 

Crank rebuilding is an art and requires the use of 
heavy presses and jigs in order to do it right. As such, 
it's a job that will need to be sent out to a reputable 
engine rebuilder, or your local dealer if he employs a 
worthy mechanic. The labor for rebuilding a crank 
usually runs in the $50-$75 range. Many Japanese 
bikes, especially those of smaller displacement, sell 
whole crank assemblies at a price comparable to that 
of the rod kit and crank rebuilding cost. This is a good 
deal, as replacement crank assemblies are produced 
in the OEM’s factory, ensuring quality of assembly. 

In addition to crank servicing, most engine bottom- 
end rebuilders will also consider replacement of the 
crank main bearings (recommended, but optional), 
especially for older engines, and the counter shaft 
bearing on the sprocket side (again, recommended 
but optional). Other bottom end bearings, including 
the main shaft (both sides) and counter shaft (non- 
sprocket side), are generally not replaced unless the 
motor is really thrashed (or you're of the mindset of 
not leaving anything to chance). Bear in mind howev- 
er, the cost of replacement OEM bearings for this job 
are nothing to sneeze at, sometimes running as much 
as $30-$40, apiece. Plan on replacing all engine gas- 
kets, seals and packings. Your best bet is to simply 
purchase an entire engine gasket kit. 

Preparations (Material and Mental) 

If you haven't figured it out yet, make no mistake, 
this is a big job and not to be undertaken by the faint 
of heart, impatient, rushed or disorganized. It's costly 
too, as between bearings, gaskets and shop labor, a 
bottom end rebuild could easily cost two or three hun- 
dred dollars, not including your own labor. Be 
advised, many a basket case project bike that ends up 
advertised in various trade 'em/swap rags is the result 
of an aborted attempt at bottom end rebuilding. If 
you're still with us at this point, what follows is a step- 
by-step procedure for splitting engine cases. 
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TrailRider Toolbox 
by Mark Uth 






The object of our quest. To the left is the crank, with the 
connecting rod sticking up out of it, to the right are all 
the gears of the transmission, below the gears is the 
shift drum and shifting forks. Below: Our low rent case- 
splitting tool—bolt it on and hang it from the cable, and 
start tapping with the mallet. 


© 


Before you start, the engine's got to come out of the 
frame. There's a lot of work to be done here so we'll 
try not to belabor it. Our short list includes stripping 
off bodywork (seat, fuel tank, etc.), the intake and 
exhaust systems (carburetor and pipe), draining the 
fluids (coolant and transmission oil) from the motor, 
and removing the coolant systems (radiators and 
hoses). On some bikes, I'll remove the flywheel and 
stator plate, leaving the stator plate hanging with its 
wiring in place and connected. On other bikes, I'll dis- 
connect the electrics and remove the flywheel on the 
bench. The decision is dependent upon how easy it 
might be to re-time the ignition afterwards. Whatever 
you decide, use an ignition mag puller that was made 
for your ignition and nothing else. 

The next task is to take off the clutch side cover in 
order to remove the clutch basket and primary gear. 
On some engines the kickstart and shifting mecha- 
nisms will have to be disassembled and removed as 
well. Again, the option exists to complete this while 
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the engine is still in the frame or on the bench. | pre- 
fer the work bench because it’s easier to keep things 
clean this way. 

Loosening the nuts that secure the clutch basket 
and primary gear is most easily accomplished with an 
impact wrench. If you’re on a budget, it doesn’t have 
to be a pneumatically operated one though, as inex- 
pensive electrically-driven impact wrenches (available 
from Sears or other sources) have plenty enough 
torque for any motorcycle application. Before attack- 
ing the clutch basket nut, you'll have to bend down the 
tabs on a securing washer. Additionally, be advised 
that the primary gear nut securing uses a left hand 
thread. A piece of soft material (copper tubing or a 
rag) jammed between the primary gear and clutch 
basket will keep those shafts from rotating while tight- 
ening or loosening those nuts. The primary gear itself 
is often mated to the crankshaft end via a tapered fit. 
As a result, a generic puller will be needed for its 
removal. 

Removing the engine from the frame entails loosen- 
ing and removing various engine mounting bolts and 
the swingarm pivot bolt. Frames with bolted on engine 
mounts will have to have all of those mounting plates 
removed too. With all of the fasteners detached, give 
a tug back on the swingarm, and then carefully wiggle 
the engine out of its mountings. Sometimes removing 
the kickstart and shift levers, spark plug and/or 
exhaust flange spigot can be helpful. Avoid any ham- 
mering or prying. 

Getting to the Meat 

Believe it or not, with the engine out and on the work 
bench, there's still a couple of final tasks before we're 
ready to split the cases. The top end has got to come 
off, and the intake reed block has to come out as well. 
If you’re not servicing the cylinder, then the head can 
stay bolted to the cylinder. At this point the engine 
should be stripped down to the bare cases and you 
should have a considerable pile of loose parts scat- 
tered about the garage. Since it’s likely to be a couple 
of weeks (at least) before you're ready to reassemble 
things, it’s important that everything stays organized 
during the disassembly process. | like to try to keep 
things together that go together, by storing them in 
separate boxes or plastic bags, filling them and set- 
ting them aside as parts come off. By keeping “sys- 
tem” parts and fasteners together, you'll avoid getting 
confused as to which fasteners belong where when 
reassembly time (eventually) comes. 

Now we're ready to attack the engine cases them- 
selves. First, remove all, repeat all, case bolts. This 
can be tricky as they're often recessed in various 
nooks and crannies all over the cases, especially 
around the crank inside the mag cover. Consult your 
shop manual if that helps. With all of the case bolts 
removed we're ready to “split” the cases. This is a bit 
of a crossroad for home mechanics, because for the 
vast majority of engines, the cases do not readily 
come apart. In order to coax the cases apart, various 
tools and techniques are used. Of course the easiest 
option is to simply procure and employ a dedicated 
engine splitting rig from your dealer. An engine split- 
ting tool bolts onto the outside of the engine cases in 
all the right places and neatly pushes them apart. No 
muss, no fuss. However, unless you're planning on 
disassembling the same engine repeatedly, that tool is 
going to be collecting a lot of dust. If you're patient 
and careful, the cases can be pressed apart using a 
rubber mallet and lots of common sense. Quite 
frankly, I’ve split dozens of cases in this manner. 

The basic idea is to use a rubber mallet to hammer 
on the end of the crank and counter shafts while hold- 
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Fuel: CAM-2 race gas available at Indian Mills Texaco on Route 206 (5 min. from starting area). 

Information: (609)227-5078 or E-mail keytime@k2nesoft.com. 
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ing the counter shaft sprocket side engine case. l'Il 
always try this first with the engine sitting right side 
up on the work bench. Sometimes (if you're really 
lucky), the cases just might come apart with the 
slightest prodding and hammering with a RUBBER 
mallet. For more difficult cases, I've got a home-built 
rig that bolts to the counter shaft sprocket side engine 
case (across the mag cover) and suspends it just 
above the work bench. This can be accomplished with 
blocks too. With the engine on its side and “suspend- 
ed” from the top case, | then hammer down on the 


crank and counter shaft ends. Bear in mind that it’s 
not like the cases will just “pop” apart. Generally it 
involves a lot of wiggling and cajoling. Patience is 
your best tool here. 

For stubborn motors that don’t seem to want to 
come apart, the first thing | do is go back and check 
to be sure that any case bolts weren't missed. And 
absolutely under no circumstances should a ball peen 
or sledge hammers be used that will damage the shaft 
ends, or prying devices like screwdrivers between the 
cases that will mar those sealing surfaces. When the 
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motor finally does come apart, it should split with 
transmission intact, resident in the case side opposite 
the counter shaft sprocket. The crank could come out 
with either side, it doesn’t really matter which. One 
caution, as the motor comes apart, be sure to pay 
attention to any washers or shims that fit onto the end 
of the transmission shafts. These washers often have 
the tendency to fall out and become lost. 

With the cases finally split, you'll want to first 
remove the crankshaft from the other case half and 
send it out for service. To remove bearings from the 
cases, heat the case around the bearing. This can be 
accomplished with the careful application of a 
propane torch, or if the cases are clean (read: no oil), 
by putting the entire case half in the oven. Set the 
oven on “bake” with the temperature at about 150- 
200 degrees F, and let the motor cook for ten or fifteen 
minutes. Afterward, the bearings should practically 
fall out. In the same manner, heat may be used when 
pressing in replacement bearings. Heat the case half 
as above, and chill the bearings (or crank) by placing 
them in the freezer. 

While the cases are split, it’s not necessary to dis- 
assemble the transmission or remove the main and 
counter shafts and gear gangs. However, it is prudent 
to inspect transmission parts for wear and damage. 
The most likely places for trouble are the shift forks, 
transmission gears, and bearings. Look for abnormal 
wear, chips and/or broken teeth on transmission 
parts. Look for cracks in the races of any bearing not 
being replaced. Finally, when cleaning out the case 
halves, look for any large pieces of debris, which 
might have originated from some transmission part. 

When you finally get all of your parts back you're 
ready to reassemble your motor. All the replacement 
bearings should be installed first. Due to the potential 
need for heat, | hold off on replacing crank and 
counter shaft seals until after the cases are together. 

Mating the case halves themselves is probably the 
trickiest and most demanding chore yet. Reason 
being is that you have to wriggle and coax the cases 
back together without the use of any excessive force. 
The primary idea here is that if the transmission is 
assembled correctly, then the cases will go together 
fairly easily. However, if anything is amiss (e.g., wash- 
er/spacer problems, misseated bearings, crank prob- 
lems, etc.) then the cases are going to fight you dur- 
ing the reassembly process, and it’s likely that one or 
more of the shafts are going to bind up in the process. 

Begin by blocking up the case half holding the trans- 
mission on the work bench so that it is propped up 
evenly. The crankshaft should be already installed into 
this case half. Lay a new case center gasket over the 
sealing surface and be sure that all of the case cen- 
tering dowel pins are properly in place. Some cases 
might also use a sealing O-ring for internal lubrication 
or cooling journals. Replace these as necessary. 

Take the upper case half out of the oven (using oven 
mitts) and lay it over the lower case half now sup- 
ported on the workbench. By wiggling and a light tap- 
ping with a rubber mallet, the case halves should go 
together. When they’re completely in place, with no 
gaps anywhere, only then should the case bolts be 
reinstalled. Do not use the case bolts to “pull togeth- 
er” the case halves as this always invites trouble. 

With the case halves together with no gaps, install 
and tighten down on the case bolts to finger tightness, 
then check to see if all shafts spin freely. Do this by 
turning by hand the crank and counter shafts. If every- 
thing spins freely, tighten down on the case bolts 
some more, working in a criss-cross pattern. At each 
juncture, give the crank and counter shafts a spin to 
ensure that things remain free. If everything continues 
to spin freely, finish by torquing the case bolts to the 
specification found in your owners manual. Proceed 
to build up the motor from there. One good tip at this 
point: assemble the shift mechanism as soon as pos- 
sible, and make sure the transmission will shift into all 
the gears without trouble. You might as well find out 
right away if you have to pull it all back apart to cor- 
rect a transmission problem. t 








ts that time of year when either 

you're lucky enough to live in the 

south or you're tough enough to continue to ride 

in the frigid north. Now that I live in Georgia, I know 

the true meaning of year-round riding, and it's great. 

Sometimes | still miss my studded tires and the snow, 
but not too often. 

Riding in cold weather is really not as much about 
being tough as it is being prepared. Besides having 
the right equipment for your bike, you need to have 
the right equipment for your body to avoid the poten- 
tial risks of exercising in a cold environment. With the 
proper clothing you can have some great winter rid- 
ing. | recommend it not only to keep your skills sharp 
but to break the boredom of winter. So even if you live 
in the north you can enjoy your sport year-round. You 
don't need a snowmobile to enjoy the snow. 

Although frostbite and hypothermia (decreased 
body temperature) are the classic cold weather sports 
injuries, dehydration, bronchospasm (muscle spasm 
of the airways and lungs), fatigue and joint injuries 
occur commonly in the cold environment. How is 
fatigue different in the cold? Many athletes experience 
a lack of sensation of fatigue in cold conditions, which 
predisposes them to injury because of lack of muscle 
control. The fatigue factor is highlighted by the fact 
that there are many more serious ski injuries in the 
late afternoon than at other times of the day. Anytime 
your muscles become fatigued your performance is 
not optimal and your risk of injury rises. 

The other factor that leads to injuries is the slippery 
conditions, which cause motions and muscle use that 
are subject to forces out of the riders control. These 
abrupt motions can injure muscles, tendons and liga- 
ments. By staying in shape you can avoid a lot of the 
injuries that occur in the cold. Because you use differ- 
ent muscles to ride than you do on a day to day basis, 
riding muscles become weak and are more prone to 
injury. It is always important to stay conditioned and 
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by Dr. Steve Augustine, 
Hughston Sports Medicine Clinic 
Columbus, Georgia 


Winter Riding 


flexible. Always warm-up your body before exercising 
in the cold so your body can adjust to the tempera- 
ture. You may have to shed some layers of clothing as 
your body warms up. Layers should be reapplied if 
you take a break, and then removed as you warm up 
again. Keeping the body at a comfortable temperature 
helps prevent injuries. Since taking on and off cloth- 
ing is a hassle when you ride, get equipment with 
multiple vents that can be zipped open or closed. It is 
a lot easier to control your body temperature that way. 

Bronchospasm occurs because the air temperature 
is much colder than body temperature. As the air is 
breathed in it has to be warmed and humidified as it 
reaches the lungs. When there is a big difference in 
the air temperature and body temperature the air is 
not fully warmed and humidified. This causes a reac- 
tive spasm in the airway muscles making it difficult to 
exchange air and function at a maximal level, which 
also causes some of the fatigue factor. This is espe- 
cially a problem for people with asthma. If you do 
have asthma problems, always use your inhalers 
before riding in the cold, but always check with your 
doctor for further advice. 

Believe it or not dehydration is a big problem for 
cold weather athletes. In cold weather the humidity in 
the air approaches zero and large quantities of fluid 
are lost through exhaled vapor as you breathe. On top 
of that your thirst sensation is dulled, so you are los- 
ing fluid from sweat and breathing and you don't feel 
the need to drink. Invest in a drink holding system that 
is insulated against the cold, and use it. Camelbak 
makes a cold weather rig that they market in ski 
shops, and the insulating parts may be adaptable to 
your existing drink system. 

Heat is lost from the body in many ways. Cold air 
blowing over the skin, evaporation of sweat and radi- 
ation of heat from exposed surfaces of skin are all 
examples. Hypothermia is the consequence of too 
much heat loss from the body, dropping its core tem- 





Microfiche Cards Available 


Since 1995 - Service - Selection - Speed 
Call us at 404-873-1479 or for faster service 


search our online catalog 
of over 5000 vehicles. 


www.motorcycling.net 





perature. Hypothermia occurs year round and can 
happen at temperatures well above freezing. Wet 
clothing is one of the biggest causes because it pre- 
vents the body from re-warming. Try to avoid water 
crossings in the winter and use your vents to prevent 
excessive sweating. 

There are different levels of hypothermia based on 
the body's temperature, from mild to severe. Normal 
body temperature is 98.6 and mild hypothermia is 
when the temperature is greater than 90 degrees, and 
severe hypothermia is less than 85 degrees. The signs 
of hypothermia include a severe sense of being cold, 
poor muscle control/weakness, poor reasoning abili- 
ty, and shivering. If you see this happening to one of 
your riding buddies get them warmed up fast and get 
to a hospital for evaluation. Usually external heating is 
all that is needed (heated air and warming blankets) 
for mild hypothermia. For more severe cases warm 
fluids have to be infused into the body. If you some- 
how get soaked don’t try to ride hard to stay warm. It 
won't work. Bring a change of riding gear or call it a 
day Take this seriously; hypothermia can kill you. 

(Editor's note: We all use long underwear for winter 
riding, but keep in mind that cotton long underwear 
can be deadly in the cold. Cotton absorbs moisture 
from sweat, gets damp and chills the body. Always 
use synthetic long underwear, like polypropylene, 
CoolMax, Thermax or the like. You'll be warmer and 
much safer in it.) 

Frostbite is the destruction of tissue by the freezing 
of cells. The fluid around the cells freezes, forming ice 
crystals that puncture the cells. For frostbite to occur 
the temperature must be at or below 32. It occurs at 
exposed areas of skin or from prolonged exposure of 
the fingers and toes. You can get it without knowing it 
because the area becomes numb and painless. If your 
toes or fingers become numb check to make sure 
they’re not turning white, which is a sign of frostbite. 
The best way to prevent it is to have the right equip- 
ment. Use winter riding gloves, not your summer 
ones. If you think you may have frostbite get to the 
emergency room for treatment. It is made worse by a 
freeze-thaw-freeze cycle. Thus, re-warming should 
not be attempted until the injured tissue can be kept 
warm. Treatment consists of slow re-warming in heat- 
ed water which should be done by a physician. 
Sometimes dramatic recovery is possible, but it may 
take days to determine what tissue is really dead. The 
dead tissue is usually amputated. 

Obviously, there are some serious issues that go 
along with cold weather riding. This isn’t meant to 
scare you off but to make you aware of some of the 
potential hazards of exposure to the cold, so you can 
be prepared to avoid getting in trouble with them. 
Always be prepared for drastic changes in the weath- 
er. Better to be over-prepared than under-prepared. 
Get specially designed cold weather riding gear—it’s 
worth it. Cold weather gear is different in what mate- 
rials it’s made of and how they work. Use ski maga- 
zines to stay current on cold weather clothing options 
and tips. Keep extra gear on hand in case you need it, 
and always stay covered—don't leave any areas of 
skin exposed. Always ride with somebody for safety 
reasons, and keep training all the time to maintain 
your strength and flexibility to reduce your risk of 
injury. If you are prepared, you will enjoy some great 
winter-time riding adventures problem-free. 

Ride On! # 
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Cold Spring Racing I 


Quick Bleeders 
for Marzocchi and 
WP Forks 


e NO MACHINING REQUIRED e 
Simply remove stock bleeder screw and 
install Quick Bleeder. That’s it! Once 
installed, simply press the stem and air is 
gone. $65 pair, plus $2 shipping. 
(518)271-2500, ask for “CSR” 
CSR e° 68 Cold Spring Road 
Troy, NY 12180 





































SOLID FOAM TIRE INSERTS 


FRONTS $79.95 30 NO MORE FLATS! 
REARS $99.95 SIZES NO AIR NEEDED! 
L TECH PRODUCTS (973) 686-0012 __| 


YAMAHA 











SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


2 Kawasaki 
HONDA Husqvarna 
EZ HusaBenf 
A> ALL AT JERRY RANDALL'S 


VALLEY 
MOTORSPORTS 


216 N. King St., Rt. 5 
<a 62 


Phone 
(413)584-7303 Northampton, MA 
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YANKEE TRADER 


Want a free ad in Yankee Trader? Mail it into us, to 
the address on page three, or e-mail to 
trmagazine@prodigy.net. 

1988 KTM 350 Orig owner, Keihin carb, WES silencer 
runs like new, $1000. Call 908-351-6115. 

1994 KTM 440 MXC Headlight, disc guard, bark busters 
and buckets, Devol Rad guards, frame guards, skid plate, 
shark fin, carbon fiber reads, Moose suspension, very 
user friendly, well maintained, $2200. (570)347-0451. 
1996 Yamaha YZ 250 Very clean, Factory Conn. susp., 
FMF Fatty pipe, Pro-Lock bars, new chain & sprockets, 
new top end, very well maint. (856)933-1056, or 
yz211@aol.com. 

Gear for sale: Shoei, Bell, Smith, Moose, Fox, 
Alpinestars, etc. Most is like new, others are in good con- 
dition. Call for list or info. (732) 238-7092. 

1999 Yamaha YZ125 Excellent condition, $3800 obo. 
618-695-2844 

1975 Honda Elsinore CR 250 New top end, looks and 
runs good, perfect vintage bike $600 obo, 856.881.7159. 
1990 KTM 250EXC Enduro/trail ready, Renthal bars and 
sprockets, Enduro Eng. susp. and foot pegs, new fork 
guards, runs great. $1100 must sell, moved to NYC. 
(212) 831-0021. 

1999 Honda XR650L, IMS tank, Supertrapp pipe, Eibach 
springs, skid plate, Renthal sprockets, much more! Mint 
condition, $4,500. 801-352-2843 ask for Darin, or dews- 
nupd@aol.com. 

1998 Kawasaki KDX220R Excellent cond., new top end, 
new tires, guards, skid plate. Street legal kit includes, 
headlight, battery pack, f+r blinkers, horn, digital 
speedometer & brake lights. well maintained, all paper- 
work. $2900, (203)-879-0103 Wolcott, CT. 

1994 Kawasaki KDX 200 Only 1600 original miles. Ed 
Brazina porting, FMF pipe and silencer, Boyesan Rad 
valve, new swingarm bushings, seals and bearings, new 
clutch and top end. Complete bike is in excellent condi- 
toin. Will eat KTM 200's alive! Spares included. Vet 
owned and maintained. 1700 obo, Call Larry Rhodes @ 
908-889-0615 or e-mail at d6champ@aol.com. 

1995 Husqvarna 250WXC FMF Fatty, Torque and stock 
pipes. Aftermkt. clutch, seat cover & graphics. Alum han- 
dlebars & Bark Busters, extra fenders and clutch friction 
plates. Headlight, o-ring chain, runs great, green stickered 
in California, $2200 obo, or trade for newer KDX200, 
RMX250, or XR250. Call Matt at (559)855-3680. 


Mud Racing Products 


Solid Rear Brake Rotors 
for late model KTMs 
Increased Pad Life 
Abrasive Resistant 
Material ? 
501-846-2252 or e-mail 
mudracin @ pgtc.net 


A-LOOP 


Racing Electronics 





GPS receivers, mounts, cables 
and topo maps on CDROM. 
Don't be lost without us. 


(303) 791-0035 
www.aloop.com 





other exceptional 
products such as 





an . . 
‘x | Bearings & Oil Seals 
Worldwide Bearings, Inc. 
Imported Directly from Mfg’s 


Call (800)575-3220 
Fax (973)575-5969 
E-Mail bearings @instantlink.com 
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SUPPORT — 
JACK LAFFERTY SR., BOB BENNETT, 
KEVIN BENNETT AND CLIFF TENNEY 


For all your Enduro and Cycle needs, 
plus Fast, Honest service! 


| VR AMA Discounts 

UPS Service sat teen) 

625 NEW ROAD © SOMERS POINT NJ 08244 
(609)927-2071 


RE kach 
x Sea the ights 


* GRE Rese n ch 
* includes is Mi Meale oan! 


BAJA OFF ROAD ADVENTURES 
(714) 637-5770 FAX (714) 630-4474 
Pictures of past tours at www.bajaoffroad.com 
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EVERY KIND OF RIDER. 

I Call for our 100 page catalog 
filled with revolutionary 
AETROSTEHcdothing 4 

& zdaj rs ma of 


R EXCEPTIONAL GEAR FOR 











clothing, mą 
DARIEN 
books, „a. PAGE 8 
electronics, tools & more. p. por s 


FREE CATALOG 


1-800-222-1994 sar ko 


218-722-1927 e FAX 218-720- 
8 S. 18” AVE. W. e DULUTH, MN 53808 











Cimon, admit it. You live for weekends. 
Time for playing in the dirt with Mom and 
Dad. And roosting your little brother when 
he tries to beat you back to camp. Maybe 
you even catch yourself dreaming of stand- 
ing atop a podium one day, beaming ear-to- 
ear and hoisting your trophy high. Sort of 
like six-time 250 Supercross champ Jeremy 
McGrath. OK, so maybe you dont ride at 


quite the same level as Supermac, but then 





INTRODUCING YAMAHA'S TT-R FAMILY. 
FIVE GREAT TOOLS FOR PLAYING IN THE DIRT. 


nobody ever said you couldnt have a whole lot 
of fun trying. And with this five-pack of feisty 
thumpers, fun for the entire family is exactly 
what you get. From the electric-start TT-R250 
and 225 to the all-new 125L, 125 and 90, 
theres a performance-packed machine for 
everyone, boasting YZ styling, torquey four- 
stroke powerplants and long-travel suspension. 
Ready to try one of these on for size? Good. 


Then let the heroic deeds begin. 


@ YAMAHA 


TT-R125 and TT-R125L available March 2000. Dress properly for your ride with a helmet, eye protection, long-sleeved shirt, long pants, gloves and boots. Yamaha and the Motorcycle Safety Foundation 
encourage you to ride safely and respect the environment. For more information regarding the MSF Rider Course, call 1-800-446-9227. Do not drink and ride. It is illegal and dangerous. 
©1999 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. (Cypress, CA 90630) For the Yamaha dealer nearest you call: 1-800-88-YAMAHA. * www.yamaha-motor.com. 


sm Get the Edge to help you win! 
Virgin Earth: Sports Plus 
and Tangy Tangerine 


your body sweats out! 
Angela Stelly 
St. Mary Longevity 





z 1-888-395-7302 (evenings) | 


EXPERT SUSPENSION TUNING 


The cure for your suspension problems. 


314 Route 542 * New Gretna, NJ 08224 
(609)294-8703 e Fax (609)294-3168 


WE CAN FIX IT!!! 
Motorcycle Radiators Only...Since 1990 


RADIATORS 


Clogged, Bent, Twisted, Smashed, or Leaking 
We fix them right! For as low as $35.00 
One-day service. We also fix oil coolers. 


MYLER’ (800) 367-7699 (801) 280-8040 


8414 McDowell Ct., West Jordan, UT 84088 


Color Photos from ECEA events 
by Mark Uth. Some appeared in 
Tail Rider, many more didn't. 

Get a shot of yourself or anybody 
you like by contacting us with the 
name of the event, rider number, etc. 
Low Prices, Personal Service 
Write to: 

P.0. Box 2038 © Medford NJ 08055 

or wasteduth@yahoo.com 












FRP CHAIN GUIDE 
For most makes & models. Stronger than stock, wider 
for o-ring chains, with replaceable wiper blocks. 


COMPLETE INVENTORY FOR KDX200! 


e OEM Parts e Aftermarket Parts 
e Performance Parts e Complete Shop Services 
* Large Inventory of Used KDX200 Parts 


FREDETTE RACING PRODUCTS 
31745 Dixie Highway * Beecher, IL 60401 
708-946-0999 fax 708- 946- „AMM 
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Replace all 90 essential nutrients | 








YANKEE TRADER 


A-Loop XR Kit New, make your 250 or 400 look and han- 
dle like a CR. $300, (314)524-4075. 

1997 Husaberg PEDE ante) dual sported by slow 
vet, many upgrades and extras, nice. Asking $4700, 
(304)873-1301. 

1997 KTM 200EXC LE Jackpiner Licensed, less than 200 
miles, all original with extras, includes two collector 
mugs. Asking $4700, (304)873-1301. 

1998 Honda CR500 Pro-Pilot susp., RAD Valve, FMF pipe 
& silencer, extras. Low hours, set up right, $3150. Also, 
CR parts and gear, call for fax list. (732)493-0356. 

1992 Honda CR250 Very good cond., too many extras to 
mention, many spare parts, ready to ride. $1600, call Don 
at (860)627-5085 days. 

1999 KTM 250EXC Exc. cond., ridden only on Sundays by 
Super Ssenior, $4195. Call Pete, (570)385-5105. 

1998 Husaberg 600 Elduro, low hours, new chain, tires, 
includes Trelleborg ice tires. excellent condition. baddest 
beast in the east, $6000. call Ned , 304-232-5741. West 
Virginia, GART80@msn.com. 

1997 KTM 360 MXC low hours, vet raced, Indy title, SX 
springs, FMF exhaust, active reeds, UFO lites, solid rear 
rotor, Trelleborg rubber, many extras. bulletproof & fast, 
$3000.00 0.b.0., call Scott (812)876-6586. 

1990 KTM 300 EXC New tires, fresh shock rebuild, new 
brake rotor on rear. Runs great, Ohio street title. $1050 or 
best offer, (937)8361844, I4bikesQa0l.com. 

1998 Yamaha YZ 125 Exc. cond., Factory Connection 
suspension, new piston & rings. $2,850. 1999 KTM 125 
SX brand new, ridden two times, Fact. Conn. Susp., 
Bulletproof skid plate. $4,200, (914)243-4912. 


S, 
we stock the BEST! 


GARMIN gm 


CYCOŻCIZUŁE 
www.cycoactive.com 800-491-2926 


PRO PILOT, 


Racine CORPORATIONS 
USA 
aci-g=I-4-rg-l=lo) 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 


www.propilotracing.com 
SUSPENSION * MOTORS * PERFORMANCE PARTS 


We Support The Sport — 


Montgomeryville Cycle Center 
980 Route 309 * Montgomeryville, PA 


800-899-7511 


Honda * Kawasaki * Suzuki * Yamaha 


Your one-stop shopping center for all your 
Moto, Enduro, and Hare Scrambles needs 





















CheckMate - Full featured, 

Infrared version now shipping! 
Ye AMA, ISDE, Brand X & Canadian rules 

Please call Everything you need for $449.95 


formore info 4«800-331- 0470 TT) 


VISA 
OD EES Tech (504) 882-3107 


FAX (504) 882-7700 es) 


www Icoracing.com DISCOVER ¥ 





KTM e HUSABERG e HUSQVARNA 


STOCK PARTS e MOTORCYCLES 
CUSTOMIZED SUSPENSION 


2350 Orangethorpe, Anaheim CA 92806 
(714)449-1271 FAX (714)449-1374 


















PENTON IMPORTS CO. 


Importer and Distributor of 


PAV2AL 


HIGH PERFORMANCE ELECTRONIC 
RACING IGNITIONS 
Vintage to Current Model Kits for 
Single cylinder Two-Stroke Applications 
(Sold Through Any Established Motorsports Business) 
Visit Our Website at www.pentonimports.com 


1115 Milan Ave., Amherst, OH 44001 
Ph:440-988-4474 Fax:440-988-4476 














PWC i w) X 


Subscribe 


en aA 


And Save! 











That's 76% off the cover price. 
Please send subscription orders to: 
P.@] Box S1007, Dept, SFFRA 
Boulder, CO 80322-1007 


email: dirtsubs@petersenpub.com 


*Offer is good in U.S. only. Canadian orders add $13.00 per year (includes GST), all other foreign orders add $15.00 per year (for surface mail postage); 
all payments must be in U.S. funds. Allow 4-8 weeks for your first issue to be mailed. 





eeping one motorcy- 

cle running can be, 

and often is, a labor of love. 
Keeping two or three running, along 
with the rolling wreck that your riding 
buddy keeps in a state of constant inten- 
sive care, can be a sincere pain in the ass. 
And one of the best ways to avoid the 
dreaded advice SEE YOUR LOCAL AUTHO- 


Hertielder 


by Ed Hertfelder 





Threaded Rod 


rod. And it’s also important to remember to 
turn the blade so that the teeth cut on the 
PULL stroke. Pushing might cause the 
blade to bend and some of them are as 
brittle as cheap glass. 

And don’t bother to wrap a yard of duct 
tape around the blade to make a handle. All 
that’s necessary is just a few strips on the 
blade where you can clamp vise grips, 


“Their only use is to get your motorcycle back to 
civilization: water, food, women, beer, ChapStik, BenGay, 


Advil and other necessities. 


RIZED DEALER, is to have a selection of 
threaded rod handy along with the proper 
cap nuts. 

Cap nuts, | should explain, are ‘blind’ 
nuts. The hole doesn’t go all the way 
through. Sometimes they are called ‘acorn’ 
nuts because they certainly look a bit like 
squirrel food. 

With threaded rod, plain nuts, some 
washers and cap nuts on hand, any bolt 
that has rattled off a motorcycle, and is as 
gone as it can be, can be replaced with just 
a few swipes of a hacksaw blade. 

That “few swipes” is one of Hertfelder's 
attempts at very dry humor, forgive him. 
He knows very well that cutting all the way 
through a three-eighths thick steel rod with 
just a hacksaw blade can pump up your 
forearm right back to the heart. 

For years | carried a two foot length of 
three-eighths rod duct taped to my motor- 
cycle’s top tube under the fuel tank. 
Alongside the rod | taped a hacksaw blade. 
With an acorn nut on each end and a half 
dozen washers and regular nuts on the 
shaft, | had the makings of every size bolt 
on my motorcycle. And, more importantly, 
every size bolt on our trail group leader’s 
motorcycle. Because, as a general rule, he 
was the only one who knew where we 
WERE, and how to get BACK. 

Before | forget; an important tip to 
remember is, always cut threaded rod with 
a nut on each side that, when unscrewed, 
will straighten out the threads damaged by 
the hacksaw as it gnaws its way into the 
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straight on, to use as a handle. 
Strange as this may sound, 
its often easier to work 
with a used hacksaw 
blade. One with the 
teeth worn down a 
bit, than it is with a 
brand new blade. 
Before someone 
gets the idea 
that these 
threaded rod 
bolts are 
intended to 
be used per- 
manently, 
THEY ARE 
NOT! Their 
only use is to 
get your motorcycle 
back to civilization: 
water, food, women, 


beer, ChapStik, 
BenGay, Advil and 
other necessities. 


The strength rating of 
the stuff isn’t even ON 
the scale! 

Using one of these to 
replace a missing foot peg 
bolt would certainly be strong 
enough to keep your foot off the ground. 
But it WOULD NOT be strong enough to 
hold your full body weight landing off a 
stratospheric jump. 

Case in point: | had to make a small bolt 






















to replace one that rattled off the shark fin 
Jack Rainey had made to keep my Honda’s 
rear brake disc off the rocks. It lasted until 
| barely tapped another rock when it split 
neatly into two pieces. 

Reason for this is that a shark fin bolt 
needs it’s strength in “shear,” and threaded 
rod shear index is slightly lower than 
Wrigley’s chewing gum. 

French aristocrats, when guillotined, were 
testing the shear strength of their necks. 

One of the oddest repairs I've made with 
a rod was (can you believe it?) on a BMW 
twin that a rich guy was riding on a rough 
dual sport in West Virginia. Somehow, 
probably coming down a rock pile back- 
wards, the back of his rear brake pull rod 
entered the world of the GONE. 

For the first time, | used the full length of 

threaded rod and had his rear brake 
operational in just minutes. 

As | was adjusting the free play 
on the Beemer’s rear brake, a 
kibbitzer, used to seeing a few 

inches of thread on the rear 
of the pull rod, whistled 
loudly as he noticed thirty 
six inches of thread where 
there used to be maybe an 

inch and a half. 

“Wow,” he said, 

“Look at all the 
adjustment he has 
on THAT rear 
brake!” 

Six weeks later, at a 
dual-sport ride in 

Pennsylvania, that same 
BMW rider rolled past and 
pointed down at his rear 
wheel where, in all its ugly 

glory, the threaded rod was still 
doing its job. 

Just another rider who didn't 

take that SEE YOUR LOCAL 

AUTHORIZED DEALER advice. 
—Ed Hertfelder 


Ed Hertfelder is a teller of tales and writer 
of books, as well as author of the globally 
famous Duct Tapes stories. Like to have a 
list of Hertfelder columns from 1986? Ask 
nice with a S.A.S.E. to Ed’s ranch at PO. 
Box 17564, Tucson, AZ 85731; or E-mail to 
ducttapesQyahoo.com. * 
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America’s #1 
off-road racer!* 


Spectro congratulates 

Ty Davis for his recent 
A.MIA. National Enduro 
championship on his 
Monclair Yamaha-Spectro 
YZ-250. 


* Dirt Rider Magazine 
Editor’s Choice 
June 1998 


**Dirt Rider Magazine Reader 
Surveys 1997 and 1998 
Brand of two-stroke oil 
purchased most often 


***American Roadracing Magazine 
Reader Surveys 1994, 1995, 1996 
Brand of Oil Currently Used 


Also used by Team: 


(R) Husqvama A o © 


{ice Eogine tobie 7. _ 2U.S. QUARTS/1.89 LITERS 


| 
| XLR TER) 
1 U.S. Quart /0. $ 02. (3589 


SPORTMOTORCYCLES America’s #1 
four-stroke oil!*** 


America’s #1 two-stroke oil!** 


SPECTRO OILS OF AMERICA e 993 FEDERAL ROAD, BROOKFIELD, CT 06804 e 1-800-2-GET-Oil * FAX 203-775-8720 





Met ot 8 a.m. for breakfast 


Hit the trail by IU. 


The local mountains. 


63 degrees and sunny. 


Miles of streams and hills. 


Only single-track ahead. 


My Best Day Ever. 


CZD 


msracing.com 
free catalog: 

232 granite street, unit 101 
corona, ca. 92879 





